FEBRUARY  1965 


VOL.  2  No.  2 


40* 


JNwmsmatic 


l Journal 


■ 


l 


A  Monthly  Magazine  Devoted  to  all 
Phases  of  Numismatics 


FEATURE  ARTICLES: 

^  For  Love  or  Money 
^  The  Coinage  of  Anarchy 


^  Silver  Certificates  of  Cuba 
^  A  Brand  New  System  of  Collecting 


RARCOA  OFFERS 
AN  UNUSUAL 
WANT-LIST  SERVICE 


Having  one  of  the  largest  stocks  of  coins  in  the  country, 
we  are  able  to  quote  immediately  as  to  condition  and 
price. 

In  addition,  our  perpetual  inventory  and  follow-up  records 
assure  any  serious  collector  the  quickest  way  to  obtain 
that  scarce  item. 

Our  teletype  systems,  as  well  as  overseas  cable,  all  add 
to  the  effectiveness  of  communications. 

Whether  you  might  be  wanting  a  proof  Indian,  or  a  com¬ 
plete  set  of  $3.00  gold  pieces,  a  3-cent  piece,  or  an  1870-S 
silver  dollar,  it  will  pay  you  to  contact  and  do  business 
with  RARCOA. 


RARE  COIN  COMPANY 
OF  AMERICA,  INC. 


31  North  Clark  Street, 
Chicago,  Illinois  60602 
Phone:  346-3443 


The 


'Whitman 


^J/umismatic  {Journal 


1220  Mound  Avenue 
RACINE,  WISCONSIN  53404 


FEBRUARY  1965 


R.  S.  YEOMAN 
Editor-in-Chief 

K.  E.  BRESSETT 

Managing  Editor 

NEIL  SHAFER 
LAWRENCE  BLOCK 

Associate  Editors 

ED  METZGER 

Advertising  Mgr. 


VOL.  2,  No.  2 


Journal  Jottings  .  66 

Light  From  Many  Lamps  .  68 

U.S.  Coin  Value  Guide  Line  .  73 

New  Issues— Catalog  of  Modern  World  Coins  .  75 

For  Love  or  Money— Walter  L.  Mason ,  Jr .  84 

A  Brand  New  System  of  Collecting— Esper  Fitz  .  87 

Your  Man  at  the  Centre  of  the  World— Nick  Parker  .  96 

The  Coinage  of  Anarchy— Lawrence  Block  .  99 

Modern  World  Paper  Money— Walter  M.  Loeb  . 105 

Story  Coins— R.  S.  Yeoman  . 117 

Price  Revisions— Catalog  of  Modern  World  Coins  . 120 

The  Proofing  Process,  part  two —Walter  Breen  . 123 

Silver  Certificates  of  Cuba— Neil  Shafer  . 129 

The  Canadian  Coin  Corner— J.  E.  Charlton  . 139 

Foreign  Coins  Struck  at  U.S.  Mints— C.  G.  Altz  and  E.  H.  Barton  . 140 


The  Whitman  Numismatic  Journal  is  published  monthly  by  Whitman  Publishing  Com¬ 
pany  at  404  N.  Wesley  Ave.,  Mount  Morris,  Illinois.  Subscription  Rates:  U.S.  $3.50 
for  one  year,  $6.50  for  two  years,  $9.00  for  three  years.  Canadian  $4.00  for  one 
year,  $7.50  for  two  years,  $10.50  for  three  years.  Foreign  $4.25  for  one  year,  $8.00 
for  two  years,  $11.25  for  three  years.  All  payments  must  be  in  U.S.  funds.  All 
correspondence  should  be  addressed  to  The  Whitman  Numismatic  Journal,  1220 
Mound  Ave.,  Racine,  Wisconsin  53404. 


Second  class  postage  paid  at  Mount  Morris,  Illinois 
Entire  Contents  Copyright  ©  1965 
WHITMAN  PUBLISHING  CO.,  Racine,  Wisconsin 
Printed  in  U.S. A.  by  Western  Printing  and  Lithographing  Company 


a  potpourri  of  precious  trivia 


The  coin  shown  on  this  month's  cover  is  one 
of  three  gold  commemorat ives  issued  to  honor 
Franz  Josef  II  and  Gina  of  Liechtenstein.  The 
100  Franken  coin  was  issued  in  1953  (not  1952 
as  dated) .  25  and  50  Franken  coins  appeared  in 

1956.  Equally  famed  as  a  tax  haven  and  as  a 
source  of  postage  stamps,  the  tiny  principality 
of  Liechtenstein  consists  of  sixty-five  square 
miles  of  territory  tucked  between  Austria  and 
Switzerland.  It  was  first  established  as  a 
political  entity  in  1719  through  the  union  of 
two  fiefs  of  the  Holy  Roman  Empire,  Vaduz  and 
Schellenberg,  under  the  House  of  Liechtenstein. 
In  1806  Liechtenstein  was  incorporated  into  the 
Rhine  Confederation.  When  the  map  of  Europe  was 
remade  after  the  Napoleonic  Wars,  Liechtenstein 
became  part  of  the  German  Confederation,  and  re¬ 
mained  so  until  the  Confederation  broke  up  in 
1866. . .WALTER  BREEN  writes  from  Berkeley,  Cali¬ 
fornia,  that  he  is  revelling  in  the  joys  of 
fatherhood.  The  second  installment  of  The 
Proofing  Process  begins  his  discussion  and 
detailed  listing  of  proofs  in  the  American  Colo¬ 
nial  series .. .With  his  auction  schedule  lighter 
than  usual  this  month,  London's  NICK  PARKER 
provides  a  good  picture  of  differing  auction 
rules  and  customs  across  the  Atlantic ...  The 
first  installment  of  an  entirely  new  approach  to 
foreign  numismatics  appears  in  this  month's 
Journal  under  the  capable  authorship  of  ESPER 
FITZ  of  Seattle.  Our  editors  have  found  them¬ 
selves  referring  to  Fitz's  careful  listing  of 
coin  denominations  frequently,  and  collectors 
should  find  this  newly  compiled  information  of 
inestimable  value  in  identification  and  research 
...The  regular  listings  of  Foreign  Coins  Struck 

at  U.S. _ Mints  draw  to  a  close  this  month.  A 

complete  appendix  covering  coins  struck  at  pri¬ 
vate  mints  in  the  United  States  will  appear  in 
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the  April  Journal .  The  full  series  will  see 
publication  in  book  form  at  a  later  date... Feb¬ 
ruary  means  Lincoln's  and  Washington's  birth¬ 
days,  and  icy  weather  in  Racine.  It  also  means 
Valentine's  Day,  and  WALT  MASON  provides  us  with 
an  entertaining  glance  at  the  ultimate  in  numis¬ 
matic  valentines  in  For  Love  or  Money. . . 

NEW  FROM  WHITMAN. . .A  bookshelf  album  for 
the  PANAMA  TYPE  COLLECTION ...  Bookshelf  albums 
for  a  type  set  of  coins  of  AUSTRALIA,  with  space 
for  the  forthcoming  decimal  coins... 350  folders 
to  cover  the  entire  Australian  date  series,  from 
halfpennies  through  crowns  ...  COMING  SOON... Neil 
Shafer's  Guide  Book  of  Modern  U.S.  Currency. 
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Coins  and  Collectors ,  by  Q.  David  Bowers,  WinsJon  Research  Publica¬ 
tions,  Inc.,  Empire  Bldg.,  Johnson  City,  N.Y.,  1964.  216  pages,  illus¬ 
trated  throughout,  $5.95. 

The  historical  approach  to  numismatics  most  often  consists  of  an 
historical  review  of  coins  and  coinage  processes.  Similarly,  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  works  devoted  to  coin  collecting  per  se  are  fundamentally 
primers  designed  to  acquaint  beginning  collectors  with  the  techniques 
and  nomenclature  of  the  hobby.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  report  that  the 
current  offering  by  Empire  Coin  Company’s  Q.  David  Bowers  is 
neither  of  these.  On  the  contrary,  this  book  breaks  fresh  ground  by 
presenting  a  vivid  account  of  the  actual  history  and  development  of 
American  coin  collecting  as  a  hobby. 

A  less  adept  author  might  have  tossed  together  a  batch  of  coin 
prices  which  prevailed  over  the  past  century  or  so,  passing  off  the 
result  as  a  history  of  numismatics  in  America.  Bowers  has  done  much 
more.  While  the  book  is  replete  with  this  sort  of  comparative  price 
information,  it  also  provides  a  wealth  of  detail  on  the  origins  and 
growth  of  numismatics,  the  trends  which  have  prevailed  and  the  men 
involved.  Colorful  anecdotes  help  render  a  readable  text  even  more 
absorbing. 

Readers  of  the  Empire  Investors  Report  will  probably  be  familiar 
with  many  of  the  themes  developed  more  fully  in  this  book.  Here 
Bowers  has  expanded  many  of  his  remarks  on  the  history  of  the 
American  coin  market.  The  book  is  lavishly  illustrated,  with  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  illustrations  showing  the  advertisements  of  coin  dealers 
throughout  the  years. 

This  is  in  no  sense  a  definitive  work  on  its  subject;  such  a  work 
would  fill  volumes.  It  is,  however,  an  excellent  piece  of  work  and  one 
which  should  prove  of  considerable  interest  to  collectors  who  wish 
to  be  informed  not  only  about  their  coins  but  about  their  hobby  as  well. 

L.  B. 


A  Guide  Book  of  Philippine  Paper  Money ,  by  Neil  Shafer.  Whitman 
Publishing  Company,  Racine,  Wisconsin,  1964.  Hard  cover,  128  pages, 
fully  illustrated,  $2.00. 

The  newest  book  released  by  the  WHITMAN  PUBLISHING  COM¬ 
PANY  is  a  catalog  giving  complete  coverage  of  all  regular  issues  of 
Philippine  paper  money.  The  book  begins  with  the  earliest  notes  made 
under  the  Spanish  in  1852,  and  continues  through  the  unusual  notes 
of  the  Aguinaldo  regime  (1898-1899)  which  fought  against  the  United 
States.  Following  this  comes  a  detailed  listing  of  each  issue  made 
during  U.S.  ownership  (1903-1949),  including  the  occupation  pesos 
printed  by  the  Japanese  (1942-1945).  The  book  ends  with  descriptions 
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of  all  notes  of  the  modern  Republic  (1949  to  date).  A  few  emergency 
and  guerrilla  notes  are  also  shown  as  a  representation  of  the  hun¬ 
dreds  of  different  issues  made  by  forces  resisting  Japanese  occupation. 

All  known  types  of  regular  issues  and  many  major  varieties  are 
illustrated,  with  appropriate  historical  data  and  general  information. 
Quite  a  number  of  these  notes  have  never  before  been  shown  in  any 
numismatic  publication.  Detailed  tables  and  listings  accompanying 
notes  made  during  the  U.S.  period,  as  well  as  the  general  information 
pertaining  to  them,  was  gathered  from  records  of  the  U.S.  Bureau 
of  Engraving  and  the  National  Archives,  and  are  compiled  and  pre¬ 
sented  here  for  the  first  time. 

Valuations  are  shown  through  a  combination  of  prices  and  rarity 
ratings.  A  Rarity  Scale  is  given  on  page  8,  preceded  by  the  following 
explanation:  “Estimates  of  value  will  be  represented  either  by  a 
valuation  where  this  can  be  reasonably  done  or  a  rarity  scale  for 
those  notes  which  cannot  accurately  be  priced.  Notes  which  use  the 
rarity  scale  will  be  found  so  seldom  that  their  sale  price  must  be  an 
individual  matter  between  the  persons  involved.”  Thus,  the  Rarity 
Scale  is  applied  only  to  notes  which  are  not  generally  available.  Most 
issues  bear  price  valuations,  and  the  series  as  a  whole  appears  to  be 
readily  accessible. 

Interest  in  the  collecting  and  study  of  paper  money  of  all  kinds  is 
sharply  on  the  increase.  The  Philippine  series  is  especially  important 
to  collectors  in  the  United  States  since  so  many  notes  were  made  under 
direct  authority  of  Congress  and  the  President,  and  backed  by  the 
U.S.  Treasury.  This  book  should  be  welcomed  by  any  collectors  inter¬ 
ested  in  U.S.  as  well  as  foreign  numismatics  as  an  important  step 
forward  in  its  field,  and  should  be  part  of  any  numismatic  library. 

L.  B. 


/indent  Greek  and  Roman  Coins,  by  G.  F.  Hill,  first  published  in 
1899,  new  American  ediliom  by  Argonaut,  Inc.,  Chicago,  Ill.,  1964.  302 
pages,  illustrated,  $10.00. 

Sixty-five  years  after  its  original  appearance,  an  American  publisher 
has  brought  out  a  new  edition  of  G.  F.  Hill’s  handbook  of  ancient 
coins.  The  aficionado  of  ancient  coins  thus  has  the  opportunity  to 
obtain  a-  volume  with  almost  as  much  claim  to  antique  status  as  the 
coins  in  his  collection.  Although  the  new  publisher  has  added  a  two 
page  appendix  and  a  brief  bibliography,  the  book  itself,  reproduced 
photographically  from  the  original  edition,  remains  unchanged  except 
for  a  certain  amount  of  deterioration  in  the  quality  of  the  plates. 

Nevertheless,  Hill’s  work  is  surely  not  without  value.  Although 
touted  as  a  good  guide  for  the  beginning  collector,  the  book  will  prob¬ 
ably  prove  of  considerably  more  value  when  used  in  conjunction  with 
guidebooks  which  aim  more  specifically  at  aiding  in  the  attribution 
of  coins.  The  emphasis  here  is  on  the  history  of  coinage,  its  origins, 
spread  and  development,  the  metals  employed,  the  methods  used,  and 
the  types  and  denominations  which  came  into  use.  It  is  in  these  areas 
that  the  book  is  strongest.  Although  any  unrevised  work  of  this 
vintage  will  inevitably  prove  dated,  omitting  as  it  does  the  scholar- 
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ship  of  two-thirds  of  a  century,  the  scope  of  Hill’s  work  remains 
impressive. 

Make  no  mistake  on  one  point;  the  book  does  not  read  like  a  novel. 
It  is  fairly  heavy  going  throughout,  and  periodically  verges  on  the 
unreadable.  No  bedtime  treat,  this — but  still  a  surprisingly  valuable 
reference  work  for  the  collector  of  ancients.  K.  E.  B. 

Catalogo  del  Doblon  de  a  Dos  Escudos ,  by  Leopoldo  Lopez-Chaves  y 
Sanchez  and  Jose  de  Yriarte  y  Oliva,  Editorial  Iber-Anier,  S.A.,  Madrid, 
Spain,  1964.  167  pages,  color  illustrations,  $25.00. 

This  latest  offering  from  the  publishing  enterprise  which  has  put 
together  some  of  the  finest  contemporary  reference  works  on  Spanish 
and  Spanish-American  numismatics  is  well  fitted  to  take  its  place 
beside  the  Catalogo  de  la  Onza  Espanola  and  the  Catalogo  de  la  Media 
Onza.  In  this  study  of  the  doubloon  of  two  escudos,  the  authors  have 
been  especially  challenged  by  the  small  amount  of  information  avail¬ 
able  on  coins  of  this  denomination,  as  well  as  the  extremely  small  quan¬ 
tity  of  pieces  coined  by  many  mints  and  in  many  series. 

In  every  respect  the  book  is  equal  to  the  challenge.  The  authors  have 
limited  their  listing  to  those  pieces  of  which  they  are  personally  cogni¬ 
zant.  The  text,  in  Spanish  and  in  English  as  well,  is  wholly  adequate. 
Valuations  seem  to  reflect  current  market  prices  with  a  high  degree  of 
accuracy.  Illustrations  are  most  generously  supplied  and  are  of  a 
generally  high  calibre;  they  have  been  printed  in  gold  to  add  an  extra 
element  of  realism.  Highly  recommended.  N.S. 


MEHLCO  QUOTE  SHEET 

MEHLCO  will  issue  an  analytical  report  on  the  Coin  Market  for  1964  and  also  a  forecast 
for  1965.  Copies  are  free  to  our  subscribers.  New  subscribers  will  receive  a  compli¬ 
mentary  copy  of  this  report  with  their  first  subscription.  To  non-subscribers  copies  will 
be  mailed  at  the  cost  of  50£. 

Now  in  its  6th  year.  Latest  quotes  on  rolls,  proof  and  commem.,  plus  weekly  trade 
reports.  A  must  for  dealers  and  investors.  Saves  you  many  dollars!  Subscription:  3  months 
$5;  I  year  $15;  Airmail  $17.  Trial  number  free.  Write  for  it  today.  Issued  every  week. 
Sent  First  Class  or  Airmail. 


OFFICIAL  HAWAII  STATEHOOD  SILVER  MEDAL  (Medallic  Art) 


At  Original  Wholesale  Price . 25.00 

OFFICIAL  CIVIL  WAR  SILVER  MEDAL 

Reduced  Special  Below  Cost  . 20.00 

Friedberg  2126  Hawaii  $1.00  Silver  Certificate  Crisp  Unc . 6.50 


All  orders  under  $50.00  add  postage  and  insurance.  California  residents  add  4%  sales  tax. 


ORDER  YOURS  NOW!! 

B.  MAX  MEHL  COMPANY 

P.  O.  Box  1298  (WJ)  Beverly  Hills,  California 

ZIP  CODE  90213 

Telephone:  (Area  Code  213)  —  274-6217 

Oldest  Established  Coin  Business  in  the  United  States,  founded  in 
1901.  This  is  our  8th  consecutive  advertisement  in  this  publication. 
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Informative! 


Interesting!  Enjoyable! 

COINS  AND 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 

COINS  AND  COLLECTORS,  a  lav¬ 
ishly  illustrated  cloth  hardbound 
book  of  over  t^o  hundred  pages 
covers  the  entire  field  of  coin  collect¬ 
ing.  Spiced  with  interesting  stories 
and  anecdotes  this  book  traces  the 
development  of  coin  collecting  in 
America  from  the  early  1800's  to 
the  present  day. 

The  coin  business  in  the  1 880's 
.  .  .  the  American  Numismatic  Asso¬ 
ciation  .  .  .  the  commemorative  craze 
of  the  1 930's  .  .  .  the  modern  coin 
market  .  .  .  Proof  coins  .  .  .  interest¬ 
ing  die  varieties  .  .  .  mint  errors  .  .  .  the  introduction  of  the  Lincoln  cent  in  1909 
and  the  controversy  concerning  it  .  .  .  the  introduction  of  the  Peace  dollar  .  .  . 
the  field  of  world  coins  .  .  .  collectors  and  dealers  who  made  numismatic 
history  .  .  .  coin  investment  with  success  stories  .  .  .  buying  and  selling  .  .  . 
coin  conventions  .  .  .  You'll  find  these  and  hundreds  of  other  topics  discussed 
and  brought  to  life  with  fascinating  detail. 

Illustrating  the  book  are  hundreds  of  different  coins,  old-time  dealers'  ads, 
news  articles  and  other  items  of  interest.  There  are  hundreds  of  numismatic 
stories  and  anecdotes  .  .  .  many  unpublished,  others  long-forgotten,  all  inter¬ 
esting. 

No  effort  or  expense  has  been  spared  to  make  COINS  AND  COLLECTORS 
one  of  the  most  attractive  and  most  interesting  coin  collecting  books  ever 
publ  shed.  It  is  profusely  illustrated  throughout  ...  a  veritable  treasure  trove 
of  information. 

IF  YOU  ENJOY  COINS  AND  THE  STORIES  THAT  GO  WITH  THEM  YOU'LL 
BE  DELIGHTED  WITH  "COINS  AND  COLLECTORS."  Your  complete  satisfaction 
is  guaranteed. 

$5.95  postpaid  —  Order  today. 

Mail  to:  WINDSOR  RESEARCH  PUBLICATIONS,  INC. 
Empire  Building,  Johnson  City  16,  New  York  13790 

Enclosed  is  my  remittance  for  $ _ .  Please  send  _ copies  of  COINS 

AND  COLLECTORS  at  $5.95  each,  postpaid.  I  understand  that  my  complete  satisfaction 
is  guaranteed. 

Name _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Street  _ _ _ 

City _ State _ Zip  code _ 


COLLECTORS 
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NEW  CATALOG  — just  released! 


Presidential  Art  Medals,  Inc. — 
creators  of  the  famous  series  of 
medalic  art  announce  the  release 
of  the  1965  PRESIDENTIAL  ART 
CATALOG.  Included  with  the  three 
series  of  sculptured  high  relief 
medals  commemorating  the  Presi¬ 
dents,  States  and  Signers  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence  is  a 
full  line  of  gift  accessories  and  the 
new  Presidential  Art  Charms;  now 
available  in  Sterling  Silver  and  14K 
Solid  Gold. 

Presidential  Art  Medals  is  the  first 
medalic  art  to  receive  the  personal 
acceptance  of  a  president  of  the 


United  States.  Presidents  Truman 
and  Eisenhower  assisted  in  the 
preparation  of  their  respective 
medals.  The  late  President  Kennedy 
distributed  the  Kennedy  medal  as 
a  goodwill  memento  on  his  mission 
abroad.  President  Johnson  per¬ 
sonally  selected  the  Johnson  medal 
for  his  fund  raising  campaign.  No 
other  medals  have  enjoyed  the 
authenticity  of  Presidential  Art 
Medals.  The  1965  PRESIDENTIAL 
ART  CATALOG  is  available  by  send¬ 
ing  your  name  and  address  with 
25C  handling  charge  (refundable 
with  the  first  order). 


THADLHARK 


Send  to: 

PRESIDENTIAL  ART  MEDALS,  INC. 
P.0.  Box  187,  Englewood,  Ohio 
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United  States 
Coin  Value 


by  R.  S.  Yeoman 


As  we  enter  the  new  year  of  numismatic  opportunities,  we  look  for 
signs  of  activity  that  might  make  interesting  comment  and  help  us 
choose  areas  of  interest  or  investment,  or  both. 

At  the  time  this  column  is  being  written,  we  have  checked  a  few  of 
our  sources,  and  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  there  is  a  wide 
diversification  of  collecting  interest,  without  any  real  “hot”  series 
or  special  coin  group  presently  captivating  the  interest  of  the  collector 
of  United  States  coins.  This  we  believe  is  a  good  situation. 

When  the  coin  market  is  calm  and  deliberate,  we  tend  to  approach 
our  hobby  in  a  relaxed  manner  as  a  hobbyist  should.  If  one  stops  to 
rationalize  he  concludes  that  relaxation  is  the  prime  objective  of  any 
hobby.  There  is  ample  time,  too,  for  cool-headed  appraisal  of  what 
to  pursue  for  pleasure  and  the  improvement  of  one’s  collection.  When 
certain  coin  values  descend  to  reasonable  levels,  we  get  a  sort  of 
second  chance  at  some  dates  that  got  too  high  too  soon  for  us.  Just 
a  look  at  price  lists  recently  published  show  a  willingness  by  some 
overstocked  dealers  to  loosen  up  a  bit. 

Some  series,  not  so  much  in  the  news  recently,  are  going  to  get 
their  turn  before  long.  We  are  not  in  possession  of  any  crystal  ball, 
and  don’t  like  to  start  any  run  on  any  series  just  by  mentioning  it. 

As  things  look  to  us  today,  we  feel  that  the  way  to  add  to  your 
collection  at  the  most  favorable  prices  is  to  ignore  the  series  that  have 
lately  priced  themselves  into  a  silent  corner.  Included  in  this  out-of¬ 
steam  category  are  Morgan  and  Peace  silver  dollars,  proof  sets, 
Franklin  half  dollars,  War-time  nickels,  and  cents  after  1933,  among 
others. 

Pick  up  your  pencil  and  check  through  your  Red  Book,  glancing 
occasionally  at  your  own  check  list  of  partly  completed  series.  Here 
is  where  your  own  personal  wants  decide  your  actions.  If,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  you  have  lots  of  gaps  in  your  Barber  dimes,  quarters  and 
halves,  consider  the  fact  that  only  uncirculated  and  proofs  have  ad¬ 
vanced  lately.  Fine  to  extremely  fine  are  bound  to  pick  up  before  long. 
Perhaps  now  is  your  moment  for  action  in  that  group  and  in  those 
grades. 

How  about  cents  in  the  twenties  and  thirties?  If  you  are  investment 
minded,  and  have  been  concentrating  on  late-date  rolls,  you  ought  to 
realize  that  five  dollars  invested  in  a  single,  nice  scarce  Lincoln  cent 
can  be  just  as  comforting  ten  years  from  now  as  the  same  investment 
in  last  year’s  roll.  It  takes  up  less  space  and  looks  prettier  in  a 
display  than  in  an  ugly  tube.  Just  a  thought. 

This  line  of  reasoning  points  up  a  human  trait  that  has  pervaded 
the  hobby  since  it  attained  a  certain  popular,  democratic  level.  Your 


THE  WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC  JOURNAL.  FEBRUARY.  1965 


PAGE  73 


columnist  has  been  as  guilty  of  misdirected  thinking,  in  his  time,  as 
anyone.  What  we  mean  to  convey  here  is  that  most  of  us  collect  all 
the  easy  dates  and  mint  marks  first,  preferably  from  circulation. 
Instead  we  ought  to  purchase  the  scarce  dates  first  while  they  are 
cheap,  and  if  we  find  one  later,  so  what?  What  harm  is  there  in  own¬ 
ing  a  duplicate?  The  trouble  is  that  while  we  are  wishing  we  are 
falling  behind.  Human  nature  being  what  it  is,  this  pattern  of  back¬ 
ward  collecting  will  probably  prevail  forever. 

But,  just  for  what  it  is  worth,  seek  the  quiet  series  now.  The  market 
for  coins  is  healthy  in  all  sectors.  Some  prices  are  too  high  and  are 
marking  time,  some  have  fallen  back  to  adjust  but  are  not  going  to 
break  much  lower.  I  repeat,  some  series  have  had  the  Rip  Van  Winkle 
complex  and  will  come  to  life  any  moment. 

Can  you  discover  them? 

*  ❖  ❖ 


It  was  the  writer’s  good  fortune  to  attend  the  annual  convention  of 
the  Great  Eastern  Numismatic  Association  held  in  New  York  City  dur¬ 
ing  December.  The  show  was  a  great  success,  and  one  trend  in  particu¬ 
lar  which  I  noted  there  bodes  well  for  the  future  of  numismatics.  While 
coin  sales  reflected  the  market  described  above,  the  enthusiasm  for 
serious  works  of  numismatic  scholarship  was  unprecedented.  That 
long-standing  bit  of  advice — Buy  the  book  before  the  coin! — surely  re¬ 
ceived  a  good  deal  of  attention. 

Successful  book  buyers  showed  their  purchases  around  with  the  en¬ 
thusiasm  generally  displayed  by  collectors  who  have  finally  succeeded 
in  tracking  down  an  elusive  coin.  Among  the  many  fine  books  noted  at 
GENA  were  The  Old  Mint  Building,  by  Frank  Stewart,  a  newly-bound 
copy  of  the  1867  auction  catalog  of  the  Woodward  Collection,  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Colonial  Currency,  and  the  important  1942  edition  of  Wayte 
Raymond’s  Standard  Catalog  of  United  States  Coins,  the  edition  with 
the  extensive  section  covering  tokens. 

Numismatic  books  constitute  an  especially  attractive  “investment.” 
Not  only  do  they  increase  in  value  over  the  years,  but  they  pay  rich 
dividends  in  the  pleasure  and  enjoyment  which  they  contribute  to  an 
individual’s  approach  to  his  hobby. 


Star  Notes 


When  a  note  is  mutilated  in  the 
course  of  manufacturing  it  has  to 
be  replaced.  To  replace  it  with  a 
note  of  exactly  the  same  number 
as  that  on  the  imperfect  speci¬ 
men  would  require  the  use  of  a 
special  machine,  and  would  be 
costly  and  delaying.  In  conse¬ 
quence,  “star”  notes  are  substi¬ 
tuted.  Except  that  they  have  their 
own  special  serial  number  and  a 


star,  these  notes  are  the  same  as 
the  others.  On  United  States  notes 
and  silver  certificates,  the  star  is 
substituted  for  the  prefix  letter; 
on  Federal  Reserve  notes,  for  the 
suffix  letter. 

A  “star”  note  also  is  issued  for 
the  100,000,000th  note  in  a  series 
since  eight  digits  are  the  maxi¬ 
mum  practicable  in  the  mechan¬ 
ical  operation  of  numbering. 
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New  Issues — World  Coins 

The  co-ordin'ator  for  new  world  coin  issues  and  information  is 
Ernst  Kraus,  Apt.  A,  1501  E.  Mt.  Airy  Avenue,  Philadelphia  50,  Pa. 
Specimens  sent  to  him  will  be  returned  promptly  after  they  are 
photographed.  All  contributors  will  receive  a  credit  notice  as  recog¬ 
nition  of  their  co-operation. 


BELGIUM 


Tentative 
Catalog  No. 

24a  5  Centimes  Cop.-ni.-zinc  1930-1932 


Tentative 
Value  (Unc.) 

. . $  .35 


25a  10  Centimes  Cop.-ni.-zinc  1930-1932  . 50 

These  two  varieties  are  the  types  of  nos.  24  and  25,  except  that  they 
have  a  star  on  the  reverse  just  above  and  to  the  left  of  the  value. 
This  star  represents  the  Congo  colony.  These  two  varieties  also  con¬ 
tain  some  zinc. 

Inclusive  dates  for  nos.  24  and  25  should  be  1910-1928.  The  existence 
of  no.  25a  dated  1932  has  been  verified  by  Mr.  Jean  de  Mey,  through 
whose  courtesy  the  above  information  was  supplied.  The  1932  date 
was  changed  to  1931  in  the  Sixth  Edition,  but  it  should  now  be 
reinstated  as  1932. 
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||sv,  planning 
a  trip 

to  New  York 
soon? 


57th  STREET:  THE  ART  CENTER  OF  THE  WORLD  ? 
^  5th  AVENUE:  THE  SHOPPING  CENTER  OF  THE  WORLD  1 

\  ^ 


Attending  the  New  York  Worlds  Fair  1964-1965? 

Stop  in  to  see  Stack’s  while  you’re  here 
We  re  just  a  few  blocks  from  almost  anywhere  in  New  York 

y  Take  a  few  minutes  to  see  one  of  America’s  Oldest  and 

/  Largest  Coin  Dealers.  .  .  .  Examine  one  of  the  most  com¬ 

plete  numismatic  inventories  in  the  country.  .  .  .  Discuss 
your  collection  with  one  of  the  finest  staff  of  numismatists 
in  the  world  .  .  .  and  see  for  yourself  how  one  of  the  best 
numismatic  services  in  the  nation  operates. 
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FRANCE 

99a  20  Francs  Aluminum-Bronze  1950  . 30 

On  this  variety,  the  name  of  the  designer  is  written  out  on  the 
obverse  in  two  lines,  GEORGES  GUIRAUD.  Most  coins  have  it  in 
one  line  as  G.  GUIRAUD.  This  is  the  only  value  reported  so  far  with 
the  two-line  variety.  Courtesy  Richard  R.  Schubert. 

GERMAN  DEMOCRATIC  REPUBLIC  (Eastern  Zone) 


♦, 


13  10  Pfennig  Aluminum  1963  . 25 

Obverse:  Arms  in  center,  legend  around:  DEUTSCHE  DEMO- 
KRATISCHE  REPUBLIK.  Reverse:  Value,  date  below,  Mint 
mark  A  above  leaf  on  top.  Plain  edge.  Courtesy  Lauren  Benson. 

INDIA 


77  3  Paise  Aluminum  1964  . 20 

This  coin  was  described  in  the  January,  1965  Journal  but  not 
illustrated. 

Nehru  Cominemoratives 


HI 


50  Paise  Copper-Nickel  1964  . 75 

Obverse:  portrait  of  Nehru  to  left;  above,  “Jawaharlal  Nehru.’ 
Below  are  dates  1889-1964,  the  years  of  his  birth  and  death. 
Reverse:  Asoka  pillar  above  value.  Inscription  in  English  and 
Devanagari  script.  Reeded  edge. 
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ATTENTION:  EUROPEAN  DEALERS! 


A  Catalog  of 

MODERN  WORLD  COINS 

by  R.  S.  Yeoman 

And  the  entire  WHITMAN  line 
are  now  available  to  you  from: 

CORBITT  &  HUNTER  LTD. 

2  St.  Nicholas  Bldg.— Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  England 

NUMIS  BOOKS  HOLLAND 

Govert  Flinckstraat  bel,  Kerkstraat  383A 
Amsterdam  C,  Holland 


DAVE  PERRY 

Helleveien  32E,  Bergen,  Norway 

PER  WENG 

333  Allee,  Hamburg,  Altona,  Germany 

or 

2W  HtMckkow  LTD 

2  ST.  NICHOLAS  BUILDINGS, 
NEWCASTLE  UPON  TYNE  1,  ENGLAND 

Phone  21784 
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82  1  Rupee  ‘Copper-Nickel  1964  .  1.50 

Obverse:  as  above.  Reverse:  also  similar  to  the  above,  except 
for  value.  Security  edge. 

These  two  coins  were  released  November  14,  1964,  which  would 
have  been  Nehru’s  75th  birthday.  Courtesy  Santosh  Kumar,  Carlo 
Valdettaro. 

JERSEY 


24  One-Fourth  of  a  Shilling  Nickel-Brass  1964  . 35 

Obverse:  Crowned  young  bust  of  the  Queen  to  right.  Legend 
around:  QUEEN  ELIZABETH  THE  SECOND.  Reverse:  Arms 
in  center  dividing  date.  Legend  above:  BAILIWICK  OF 
JERSEY,  value  below:  ONE  FOURTH  OF  A  SHILLING.  12- 
sided  planchet,  thicker  than  the  round  planchet  of  1960  of  same 
denomination.  Courtesy  Frank  Lacheen,  L.  Benson. 


LUXEMBURG 
Grand  Duke  Jean 


40  100  Francs  Silver  1964 


5.00 
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DEALERS:  Catalogue  on  Request 


of  Dayton 

§>t.  -  tiiylelmmit,  (Olitn 


Area  51 3-8311-3000 


olesale 
ibutors 
of 


J^umhmatic 

c Philatelic 

Supplied  -  c4cce4&orie£ 


80 
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Obverse:  Head  to  left,  legend  around:  JEAN  GRAND-DUC  DE 
LUXEMBOURG;  on  the  bottom  the  designer’s  name,  J.  N. 
LEFEVRE.  Reverse:  Crowned  arms  within  crowned  mantle, 
crown  dividing  date  on  top,  value  below;  at  lower  left  N.J.L. — 
all  within  beaded  circle.  Legend  in  outer  circle:  GRAND 
DUCHE  DE  LUXEMBOURG.  Reeded  edge.  .835  fine  silver, 
weight  18  gram,  33  mm.  in  diameter,  presumably  struck  at  the 
Brussels  mint. 

There  is  also  a  gold  piece  in  20-Franc  size  based  on  the  defunct 
Latin  Monetary 'Union,  made  to  commemorate  the  abdication  of  Grand 
Duchess  Charlotte  in  favor  of  her  son  Jean  on  November  12th,  19G4. 
Courtesy  S.  A.  M.  LeLoux  of  Amsterdam,  David  L.  F.  Sealy  of  London, 
Jean  de  Mey  of  Belgium. 


PAKISTAN 

The  following  coins  were  described  but  not  illustrated  in  the  Jan¬ 
uary,  1965  Journal. 


DIG  10  Paisa  Copper-Nickel  1964  . 
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I  would  like  to  purchase  a  few  Colonial 
collections,  as  well  as  choice  and  rare 
individual  items.  If  you  have  any  of  this 
material  available,  it  will  be  worth  your 
while  to  contact  me. 


Excellent  offerings  of  early  U.S. 
coins,  colonials  and  paper  money 
for  type  collectors  and  die  variety 
specialists.  Available  in  almost  all 
grades,  average  to  top  condition. 


Want  Lists  Invited — Prompt  Response 

We  specialize  in  servicing  critical  collectors  and  invite  careful  inspection 
of  our  approval  selections.  We  assemble  sets  of  colonial  coins  and  paper 
money  to  special  order  for  the  individual  collector.  May  we  have  references, 
please? 


Let  me  make  offers  for 
your  nice  early  U.S.  and 
colonial  coins.  You  will  be 
pleasantly  surprised. 

Correspondence  is  invited 
from  collectors  of  Fugio 
cents  in  connection  with  a 
revision  of  the  Newman 
monograph  on  the  subject. 

Picha'id  PicJze/i 

Specializing  in  early  United  States  and  Colonials 

A.N.A.  —  A.N.S. 

Telephone  516  MAyfair  1-0763 
P.O.  Box  366 
Albertson,  N.Y.  11507 

You  buy  with  authority  when  you  buy  from  a  specialist 

FIRST  P.N.G.  SHOW— CHICAGO,  MARCH  5-6-7,  1965- 

PALMER  HOUSE 
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PHILIPPINES 

The  1964  5  Centavos  piece  struck  at  the  London  mint  has  just  been 
released.  While  similar  to  previous  issues  of  1958-1963  made  at  Phila¬ 
delphia,  there  are  stylistic  differences  especially  noticeable  on  the  ob¬ 
verse,  i.e.  numerals  of  the  date,  boy’s  head,  volcano.  1964  marks  the 
first  time  Philippine  coins  have  come  from  London.  Previously  they 
were  struck  at  Manila  or  in  U.S.  mints,  but  the  Manila  mint  was  de¬ 
stroyed  in  1941  and  the  domestic  coin  shortage  has  caused  the  U.S. 
mints  to  cancel  all  orders  for  foreign  coinage.  Courtesy  Dr.  M. 
Crisologo,  Phillip  W.  Clover. 

♦, 

TIBET 

Catalog  nos.  28  and  29  each  contain  a  variety.  The  breakdown  is 
as  follows: 


28 


5  Sho  1947-1949 

Two  suns  on  obverse,  as  illustrated  on  page  462. 


28a  5  Sho  1950-1951 

Moon  and  sun  on  obverse;  otherwise  similar  to  no.  28. 

29  10  Srang  1947-1949 

Two  suns  on  obverse.  The  reverse  of  this  type  is  illustrated  on 
page  462. 


29a  10  Srang  1950-1951 

Moon  and  sun  on  obverse;  otherwise  similar  to  no.  29. 
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Jfor  Hobe  or  ittonep 


by  Waller  L.  Mason,  Jr. 


Do  you  feel  tired,  run-down  or 
frustrated?  Can’t  plug  that  last 
hole?  Prices  too  high?  Even  your 
friends  are  sitting  on  the  keys 
because  they’re  worth  more  now? 
Then  let’s  get  out  of  that  slump 
and  take  a  fresh  look  at  some¬ 
thing  else. 

There  is  a  special  “series”  you 
should  know  about  that  doesn’t  fit 
into  holes  —  ignores  dates  —  is 
pretty,  interesting  and  inexpen¬ 


sive.  It’s  called  Love  Money. 

Back  in  the  1830’s  in  England, 
people  would  initial  a  coin,  usually 
a  half  penny  or  penny,  and  give  it 
to  a  friend  or  loved  one  as  a  token 
of  their  esteem.  To  prevent  it  from 
being  used  as  money  the  coin  was 
often  bent.  Many  times  it  was 
holed  or  otherwise  made  suitable 
for  use  as  jewelry. 

In  the  1860’s  and  1870’s  this 
fad  also  took  hold  in  the  United 
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States,  only  here  the  coin  was 
buffed  to  a  smooth  surface  on  one 
side  and  then  a  jeweler  would  en¬ 
grave  a  fancy  initial,  name  or 
scene  on  the  buffed  surface.  These 
coins  or  tokens  were  presented  for 
graduations,  anniversaries,  birth¬ 
days  or  any  occasion  for  a  gift 
to  a  loved  one.  The  popularity  and 
sentimentality  that  became  asso¬ 
ciated  with  this*’type  of  present 
brought  about  the  term  “Love 
Money.” 

These  coins  are  found  in  many 
forms — necklaces,  bracelets,  pend¬ 
ants,  charms  and  sometimes  just 
a  pocket  piece.  Some  are  holed, 
some  not.  Even  so,  you  will  sel¬ 
dom  find  two  alike,  either  in  name 
or  initial.  The  work  of  the  jeweler 
also  varies  from  plain  engraving 
to  ornately  styled  lettering;  thus 
you  have  endless  varieties,  styles 
and  coins  to  look  for. 

Dimes  seem  to  have  been  used 
most  frequently,  but  we  have 
seen  them  in  almost  all  U.S.  coin¬ 
age  series,  including  some  of  the 
smaller  gold  pieces. 

Occasionally  coins  were  in¬ 
scribed  for  specific  events,  such  as 
a  record  of  marriage,  or  the  birth 
of  a  child.  One  illustrated  here 
shows  the  poignant  record  of  the 
deaths  of  three  children,  probably 
in  some  epidemic. 

Although  there  are  laws  against 
mutilation  of  coins  today,  you  still 
find  a  dog  tag  or  birth  record  on 
comparatively  recent  coins.  In 
World  War  II  many  service  men 
engraved  their  girl  friends’  names 
on  foreign  coins  and  sent  them 
home.  One  of  these  is  also  illus¬ 
trated  here. 

Like  you,  I  was  once  tired  and 
frustrated.  Not  now!  Care  to  join 
me  in  a  part  of  the  hobby  that’s 
different  and  really  fun? 

Happy  hunting! 
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HUDGEONS  E-Z  SEAL 


COIN  HOLDER 


New  High-Speed  manufacturing  techniques  now  enable 
us  to  offer  our  famous  coin  holders  at  this  new  low 
price. 

STILL  THE  BEST 


now  in  sizes 
.  .  easy  to  type  on 
.  ...  no  staples  to  rust 

. ultra-thin  design 

. guaranteed  to  stick 

. proven  faster  to  use 

. air-tighl  protection 

. fits  all  U.S.  and  foreign  coins 


HUDGEONS  E-Z  PRODUCTS 

5817  SMITH  ROAD 


CLEVELAND,  OHIO  44142 
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A  Brand  New  System  of  Collecting 

by  Esper  Fitz 
(First  of  tli  ree  parts) 


Almost  everybody  is  collecting- 
coins !  Some  are  collecting  Ameri¬ 
can  coins  only,  but  recently  many 
others  are  turning  to  the  foreign 
field.  It  is  to  the  latter  group  that 
this  dissertation  is  directed.  To 
the  collector  who  has  limited  him¬ 
self  to  the  U.S.  series,  or  to  Can¬ 
ada  or  Mexico,  names  of  coins 
may  appear  of  little  interest, 
since  he  has  been  concerned  only 
with  dollars,  cents,  pesos  and 
centavos,  and  to  him  the  idea  of 
a  collection  based  on  names  may 
seem  far-fetched.  But  in  the  list 
which  follows,  we  show  326 
names ,  each  representing  a  col¬ 
lectible  twentieth  century  coin, 
each  coin  differing  from  every 
other  in  just  about  the  most  im¬ 
portant  aspect  of  all  identifiable 
objects  in  the  world,  its  name. 

Suppose  you  wish  to  add  a 
Chinese  coin  or  so  to  your  collec¬ 
tion  and  see  in  a  dealer’s  list  a 
coin  described  simply  as  “20 
Cents.”  This  coin  may  actually 
have  one  of  five  different  names, 
none  of  wjiich  is  “20  Cents”!  It 
may  read: 

In  English  letters: 

1  MACE  and  4.4  CANDA- 
REENS  (note  the  decimal 
point) 

Or  in  Chinese  only: 

1  CH’IEN  4  FEN  4  LI 
Or  in  Chinese  only: 

2  CHIAO 

Or  in  Chinese  only: 

2  HAO 

Or  in  Chinese  only: 

20  FEN 

Each  of  these  coins  had  the  ap¬ 
proximate  value  of  20  when  cur¬ 


rent,  but  such  a  variety  demon¬ 
strates  that  a  name  is  important 
in  identifying  a  coin. 

Another  example  is  to  be  found 
in  the  coinage  of  Tibet,  about 
which  Eduard  Kann  writes,  in 
his  monumental  book  on  Chinese 
coins:  “The  Tangka  or  Chien — 
really  the  old  Mohur,  i.e.  an  8- 
Anna  coin,  the  Mohammedan 
Rupee.”  Here  are  five  names 
which  refer  to  the  same  coin! 

These  are  only  “horrifying” 
examples.  Most  names  are  far 
simpler,  and  with  that  absolute 
necessity  for  foreign  coin  collect¬ 
ing  at  hand — Yeoman’s  Modern 
Word  Coins  (with  the  assistance 
of  this  list  which  contains  about 
one  hundred  more  names),  the 
collector  will  find  little  difficulty 
in  deciding  what  he  wants;  the 
“getting”  may,  however,  be  more 
difficult. 

What  is  a  name? 

This  is  an  appropriate  place  to 
define  what  we  mean  by  “name.” 
We  thought  at  first  that  this 
would  be  a  simple  definition:  the 
actual  name  minted  on  the  coin. 
But  it  is  not  that  easy. 

A  great  many  coins  do  show  the 
name  in  an  easily  read  inscription, 
but  many  others  are  named  in 
Arabic,  Burmese,  Chinese  or  some 
other  near  East  or  far  East  lan¬ 
guage.  In  order  for  them  to  ap¬ 
pear  in  an  English  list  of  names, 
an  English  translation  must  be 
used.  Other  coins  of  this  kind 
bear  no  name  at  all — such  as  they 
have  are  traditional  and  often 
have  come  down  orally  as  re- 
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ported  by  a  traveler,  historian  or 
someone  interested  in  the  coun¬ 
try’s  coinage,  and  put  by  them 
into  an  English  form.  Since  the 
sounds  and  letters  or  characters 
of  these  alien  languages  are 
widely  different  from  English, 
more  than  one  spelling  will  often 
be  found  for  a  single  name;  in 
such  cases  we  have  generally 
taken  the  one  shown  in  the  usual 
catalog  or  list. 

Once  the  basic  form  of  the 
name  has  been  established,  the 
definition  is  not  yet  finished.  A 
large  number  of  the  lettered 
names  take  a  different  spelling- 
in  the  plural  denominations.  And 
some  include  a  modifying  adjec¬ 
tive  or  phrase,  obviously  part  of 
the  name,  which  distinguishes 
them  from  others  of  the  same  basic 
form.  And  some  contain  accent 
marks  which  must  be  shown  to 
make  the  spelling  correct.  All 
these  different  forms  are  con¬ 
sidered  as  separate  names. 

The  great  bulk  of  the  names  in 
our  list  come  from  A  Catalog  of 
Modern  World  Coins,  by  R.  S. 
Yeoman — we  are  presenting  here 
what  is  really  a  supplement  to 
that  work.  We  have  added  a  num¬ 
ber  of  names  which  he  does  not 
show  at  all,  a  number  of  others 
which  appear  plainly  on  the 
plates  but  are  not  listed,  a  num¬ 
ber  of  plural  forms  where  the 
spelling  differs  from  the  singular 
form,  thus  making  them  separate 
names;  we  have  supplied  a  num¬ 
ber  of  names  where  the  listing  in 
the  book  is  indefinite  and  we  have 
presented  different  spellings  in 
some  cases — these  additions  and 
changes  are  discussed  later. 

Many  of  these  names  are  not  to 
be  found  in  the  usual  catalog  or 
list,  for  good  reasons.  Space  is  at 
a  premium  in  such  publications 
and  shortening  of  names  or  ab¬ 


breviations  is  almost  a  neces¬ 
sity  (indeed  many  coins  carry 
only  abbreviations).  Sometimes 
the  collector  will  have  to  look  up 
a  country’s  coinage  system  to  see 
whether  an  entry  of  “Cent” 
means  Cent,  Centavo,  Centime, 
Centimo  or  Centesimo,  with  per¬ 
haps  a  modifying  adjective  or 
phrase  attached.  But  coin  collec¬ 
tors  should  be  precisionists.  Even 
the  beginner  knows  he  must  dis¬ 
tinguish  differences  in  design, 
mint  mark,  designer’s  initials, 
war-time  metals  and  so  on.  This 
precision,  we  claim,  should  be  ex¬ 
tended  to  that  unique  distinguish¬ 
ing  attribute  of  a  coin — its  name. 

The  present  list  offers  an  en¬ 
tirely  new  approach  to  coin  col¬ 
lecting.  It  is  far  different  from 
“one  of  a  country,”  or  “one  of 
each  of  the  United  Nations,”  or 
specialization  in  crowns,  or  in  a 
series  or  in  one  country  alone.  A 
single  coin  for  each  name  will 
make  up  a  collection  of  a  little 
over  three  hundred  pieces,  each 
differing  from  the  other  in  one 
important  aspect — it  has  a  differ¬ 
ent  name.  Appreciation  of  this 
system  of  collecting  will  grow  as 
the  difficulty  of  finding  a  good 
many  of  the  names  and  the  great 
variety  of  coins  to  be  seen  as  they 
are  assembled  become  apparent. 
And  a  complete  collection  will 
surely  be  unique. 

One  feature  of  a  name  collec¬ 
tion,  important  to  the  average 
collector,  is  that  except  for  cer¬ 
tain  of  the  gold  coins,  it  can  be 
assembled  without  the  necessity 
of  buying  many  real  rarities — 
they  exist  but  may  sometimes  be 
by-passed  in  favor  of  other  less 
scarce  coins  of  the  same  name. 
The  pleasure  of  running  down 
some  of  these  names  may  well  be 
as  great  as  finding  a  missing  key 
coin  in  the  U.S.  Cent  series  (as 
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it  has  been  to  the  writer)  but  the 
outlay  to  acquire  them  will  be  far 
less.  In  fact  the  very  expensive 
gold  coins  may  be  omitted  in  toto, 
just  as  the  U.S.  gold  coinage  is 
passed  over  by  a  great  number 
of  collectors  of  American  coins. 

Since  most  names  begin  at  the 
very  lowest  value,  the  first  coins 
assembled  may  be  “minor,”  many 
of  them  easily4 found  and  inexpen¬ 
sive.  The  hard  work  will  begin  as 
the  value  scale  is  ascended. 

This  interest  in  coin  names 
came  about  quite  casually  as  my 
wife  and  I  were  examining  and 
sorting  a  few  hundred  foreign 
specimens  acquired  as  souvenirs 
during  our  several  trips  around 
the  world  and  other  travels.  We 
could  no  longer  identify  a  num¬ 
ber  of  the  coins,  so,  thinking  the 
point  important,  I  bought  a  copy 
of  Yeoman’s  “Brown  Book.”  On 
examination  of  the  excellent 
plates  in  this  book,  an  unusual 
and  wholly  unexpected  name 
stood  out  on  an  early  Chinese 
issue:  “SILVER  COIN.”  This 
coin  was  called  “Dollar”  in  the 
text,  was  obviously  of  that  value, 
but  its  name  in  English  was  “Sil¬ 
ver  Coin.”  A  few  minutes  later, 
the  name  “COPPER  COIN”  was 
discovered  on  a  “10  Cash”  piece 
in  the  plates  immediately  above. 

It  is  little  wonder  that  the  ques¬ 
tion  at  once  arose  as  to  whether 
other  unreported  names  might  be 
found  in  the  hundreds  of  plates 
in  this  and  other  coin  books,  and 
the  hunt  was  on. 

I  read  the  Brown  Book  through 
man}  times,  literally  from  cover 
to  cover,  often  with  a  glass,  in 
search  of  other  elusive  names  ap¬ 
pearing  on  the  plates.  As  I  com¬ 
pared  certain  of  the  names  in  this 
book  with  other  coin  books  and 
dealers’  lists  and  with  the  coins 
themselves,  I  discovered  a  disturb¬ 


ing  fact — names  as  such  have  not 
been  of  too  much  concern  in  the 
numismatic  field — different  ways 
of  spelling  a  particular  name 
sometimes  appear  in  the  same 
list! 

The  correct  way  to  spell  even  a 
well-known  name  became  as  im¬ 
portant  as  the  discovery  of  a  new 
name,  and  as  some  sources  of  in¬ 
formation  proved  to  be  unreliable 
guides  to  correct  spelling,  in  the 
more  uncertain  cases,  this  prob¬ 
lem  developed  into  one  of  the  most 
difficult  portions  of  the  present 
study. 

Thus  what  began  as  a  casual 
interest  turned  into  a  fair-sized 
research  project  in  which  avail¬ 
able  books  on  modern  coins  and  a 
number  of  foreign  language  dic¬ 
tionaries  and  grammars  were 
consulted,  and  inquiries  made  of 
a  number  of  individuals  with 
varying  numismatic  knowledge, 
in  this  country,  in  Canada  and 
abroad  as  well.  Careful  editing  of 
this  information  was  essential, 
for  some  of  it  simply  could  not 
be  accepted. 

It  was  rather  astonishing  to 
discover  that  a  native  of  a  coun¬ 
try,  or  one  who  professes  wide 
knowledge  of  a  country’s  lan¬ 
guage,  often  does  not  know  how  to 
spell  the  names  on  that  country’s 
coinage.  In  one  case,  a  Polish 
name — Zlotych — was  pronounced 
by  a  Polish  dealer  to  be  a  slang 
term  not  in  use;  in  another  the 
spelling — Centu — in  the  Lithu¬ 
anian  series  was  called  inaccu¬ 
rate — but  both  these  names  are 
plainly  shown  in  Yeoman  and  on 
the  coins  themselves.  (Many 
Americans  do  not  know  the  names 
appearing  on  our  minor  coins  as 
a  very  casual  test  will  prove.) 
In  other  cases,  certain  wrong 
names  and  misspellings  have  been 
perpetuated ;  an  error  begun 
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many  years  ago  is  repeated  from 
one  book  or  list  to  the  next  until 
the  error  becomes  so  firmly  es¬ 
tablished  that  only  a  careful  ex¬ 
amination  of  the  coins  themselves 
will  resolve  the  difficulty. 

Out  of  this  research,  which  has 
gone  as  far  as  I  personally  can 
conduct  it,  has  come  the  list  to 
follow. 

In  order  to  show  the  types  of 
additions  to,  and  corrections  and 
emendations  of,  previously  pub¬ 
lished  lists  of  names,  we  divide 
it  into  several  groups: 

1.  Unique  names,  occurring 
rarely  and  rarely,  if  ever,  seen  in 
print. 

2.  Double  names,  one  of  which 
is  new  to  this  century  or  new  to 
the  ordinary  listing. 

3.  Modifying  adjectives  or 
phrases  which  are  integral  parts 
of  the  name,  rarely  or  never  seen 
in  print. 

4.  Plural  forms,  a  neglected 
feature  of  coin  lists. 

5.  Misspelled  names,  which 
merge  at  times  into  the  group 
above. 

6.  Misrepresented  names  which 
are  plainly  minted  on  the  coins 
but  are  never  listed  as  they  are. 

7.  Variations  in  names  not 
shown  in  English  letters. 

8.  And  a  couple  of  “ringers” 
are  added. 

Several  outstanding  examples 
in  each  group  are  covered  in  de¬ 
tail. 

1.  Unique  Names 

Only  those  not  generally  shown 
in  catalogs  and  lists,  thus  remain¬ 
ing  unknown  to  many  collectors, 
are  described  in  this  group. 

SILVER  COIN  and  COPPER 
COIN  head  this  particular  list¬ 
ing  as  they  furnished  the  spark 
which  ignited  my  interest  in  this 
numismatic  by-path.  True,  the 


first  coin  shows  the  value  in 
Chinese  of  “7  Ch’ien  2  Fen”  and 
the  second  reads  in  Chinese,  “Cop¬ 
per  coin  equivalent  to  10  Cash,” 
but  the  English  words  plainly 
minted  on  these  coins  appear  to 
be  genuine  names  and  are  so  con¬ 
sidered  here. 

YUAN  is  a  common  Chinese 
word,  but  the  name  never  appears 
in  English  letters  on  a  coin,  al¬ 
though  its  equivalent — Dollar — is 
seen  on  a  few  issues.  The  Jap¬ 
anese  YEN,  borrowed  from  this 
name,  is  shown  in  English  letters 
on  Japanese  coins  and  thus  is  so 
listed  in  catalogs,  but  the  Chinese 
“YUAN”  is  consistently  ignored. 

A  peculiar  name  seen  nowhere 
else  is  found  in  the  Chinese  coin¬ 
age — the  word  CASHES  on  the 
coppers  of  Kirin  Province  as  a 
plural  form  of  CASH.  According 
to  E.  Kami,  the  mint  officials  in 
this  province  were  woefully  ig¬ 
norant  of  foreign  languages,  and 
the  inscriptions  on  their  silver 
coins,  as  shown  in  his  plates,  bris¬ 
tle  with  errors — misspellings,  let¬ 
ters  upsidedown  and  so  on.  The 
word  Candareens  is  spelled  Can- 
darins  and  also  Caindarins.  The 
name  even  of  the  province  itself  is 
to  be  found  misspelled!  We  are 
considering  CASHES  as  another 
misguided  attempt  to  write  Eng¬ 
lish  and  therefore  more  of  a  mint 
error  than  a  legitimate  name  (al¬ 
though  it  seems  a  shame  thus  to 
pass  it  up).  Anyhow  the  coin  is 
surely  collectible,  if  only  as  a 
curiosity. 

CORONAE  is  a  Latin  plural 
of  the  Austrian  CORONA,  so  un¬ 
usual  nowadays  that  it  is  worth  a 
place  in  this  list. 

The  coins  of  Ireland  or  Eire, 
which  are  named  in  Gaelic,  fur¬ 
nish  six  new  names,  different 
from  the  English  terms  by  which 
they  are  usually  designated. 
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P0LTINN1K  —  a  Russian  coin 
(Y  89)  is  commonly  listed  as  “50 
Kopecks.”  The  only  value  appear¬ 
ing  on  the  coin  is  “One  Poltin- 
nik.” 

Other  unique  names  will  be 
found  in  the  groups  to  follow. 

2.  Double  Names 

A  perfect  example  in  this 
group  consists  of  the  Belgian 
coins  minted  in  the  early  1930’s, 
on  which  the  short-lived  name  of 
BELGA  is  introduced.  The  coins 
read  “5  Francs  or  1  Belga,”  “10 
Francs  or  2  Belgas,”  and  “20 
Francs  or  4  Belgas.”  They  are 
plainly  listed  in  Yeoman’s  book 
but  are  rarely,  if  ever,  shown  else¬ 
where.  The  collector  must  rely  on 
Yeoman’s  numbers  to  find  these 
coins,  and  to  secure  the  plural 
form  of  “Belgas”  he  must  insist 
on  a  French  inscription,  as  the 
Flemish  language  version  in  the 
plural  is  “Belga,”  the  same  as 
the  singular. 

Another  example  is  the  An¬ 
golan  MACUTA.  This  was  a 
common  name  in  the  nineteenth 
century,  but  was  dropped  and  re¬ 
instated  for  two  years  only  in  the 
1920’s.  The  name  appears  with 
“Centavos,”  as  “5  Centavos,  1 
Macuta”  and  so  on.  These  are 
minor  coins,  given  little  attention 
by  dealers;  the  dates  and  Yeoman 
numbers  (Y18,  19,  20)  must  be 
closely  noted  for  their  discovery. 

3.  Modifiers 
Piastre 

The  PIASTRE  SYRIENNE 
was  issued  in  the  %  value  by  the 
Bank  of  Syria  shortly  after  that 
country  became  independent.  The 
coin  was  apparently  named 
“Syrian”  to  distinguish  it  from 
the  other  Piastres  circulating  in 


the  near  East,  and  seems  almost 
a  tentative  name — the  adjective 
was  dropped  quickly  as  the  coin 
must  have  become  acceptable. 
Surprisingly,  Lebanon  issued  the 
2  and  5  values  of  this  name  as  its 
first  coins.  One  must  pay  atten¬ 
tion  to  dates  and  Yeoman  num¬ 
bers  to  find  the  coins  in  this 
series. 

Another  Piastre  falls  into  this 
group,  the  PIASTRE  de  COM¬ 
MERCE  of  French  Indo-China, 
usually  listed  simply  as  “Piastre” 
the  same  term  as  for  the  later 
coins  of  that  name.  This  is  equiva¬ 
lent  to  making  no  distinction  be¬ 
tween  the  U.S.  Trade  Dollar  and 
the  regular  Dollar,  an  inconceiv¬ 
able  oversight. 


Shilling 

On  the  CYPRUS  SHILLING, 
the  position  of  “Cyprus”  between 
the  value  terms  and  a  similar 
lettering  indicate  it  is  a  modifier 
of  the  name,  to  distinguish  this 
Shilling  from  others  in  the  same 
category. 


Centavo-Centesimo 
The  common  “Centavo”  takes 
on  new  life  when  it  is  distin¬ 
guished  by  the  romantic  names  of 
CENTAVO  de  QUETZAL  and 
CENTAVO  de  CORDOBA.  Per¬ 
haps  the  most  interesting  of  these 
phrase  modifiers  is  the  Centesimo 
de  Balboa.  The  “Panama  Pill,” 
the  smallest  coin  of  this  century, 
carries  on  the  reverse  the  name 
lettered  in  full:  “DOS  y  MEDIO 
CENTfiSIMOS  de  BALBOA,” 
surely  a  magnificient  title  for  this 
little  gem.  And  this  smallest  coin 
carries  in  full  a  name  lacking 
only  a  couple  of  letters  of  being 
the  longest  of  the  century!  (The 
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Panama  “Veinticinco”  value 
takes  the  prize  in  this  category.) 
These  expanded  names  are  seen 
for  a  short  while  only  and  then 
disappear  (Panama  even  finally 
disposed  of  the  accent  over  the 
letter  “e”)  and  the  coins  end  up 
indistinguishable  from  any  other 
centavo  or  centesimo.  Their  short 
blaze  of  glory  should  not  be 
ignored  by  the  collector. 


Peso 

Another  case  is  the  Colombian 
PESO  P/M.  The  letters  following 
the  name  are  abbreviations  of 
“Papel  Moneda”  or  paper  money. 
These  coins  from  1  to  5  are  of 
copper  nickel,  small  and  insignifi¬ 
cant  for  such  names  and  of  little 
intrinsic  value.  They  were  the 
equivalent  of  the  debased  paper 
pesos  of  the  time,  as  distinct  from 
the  gold  pesos  and  silver  sub¬ 
sidiary  coins  in  circulation. 


Ryal 

Other  names  in  this  group  are 
to  be  found  on  the  Arabian  penin¬ 
sula,  where  local  coins  have  been 
competing  with  the  long  estab¬ 
lished  Maria  Theresa  Thaler, 
often  called  “Ryal.”  The  names 
on  the  RYAL  SA’IDI  of  Muscat 
and  Oman,  the  AHMEDI  RYAL 
of  Yemen  and  the  SAUDI 
ARABIA  RYAL  distinguish 
these  coins  from  one  another  and 
from  the  Thaler. 


4.  Plural  Forms 

This  constitutes  an  important 
group,  since  if  the  plural  is 
spelled  differently  from  the  singu¬ 
lar  form,  it  is  a  different  name. 
The  tendency  has  been  to  add  the 
letter  “s”  to  all  sorts  of  foreign 
denominations  to  make  a  plural, 
as  in  English.  But  this  letter  is 
the  exclusive  possession  of  a  few 
Western  languages  and  belongs 
nowhere  else.  In  our  list,  35 
plurals  are  formed  by  adding  an 
“s”,  65  are  formed  in  other  ways, 
the  extreme  being  the  Iceland 
1  Eyrir,  2  Aurar. 


“He  says  I’m  supposed  to  plant 
these  magic  beans  .  . 


Artificial  Plurals 

The  greatest  inconsistency  in 
this  field  appears  in  the  making 
of  what  must  be  termed  artificial 
plurals.  By  “artificial”  we  mean 
the  creation  of  a  plural  form 
where  none  exists.  A  prime  ex¬ 
ample  is  the  German  “Mark.” 
This  word  has  no  separate  plural 
form;  the  coins  read  1  Mark,  2 
Mark,  5  Mark.  Yet  in  too  many 
instances  these  coins  are  called 
2  Marks,  5  Marks.  Surprisingly, 
the  German  “Pfennig”  and  the 
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Austrian  “Schilling,”  which  are 
the  same  in  singular  and  plural, 
seem  always  to  be  spelled  cor¬ 
rectly!  The  artificial  plural  is  also 
applied  to  other  names,  such  as 
the  Estonian  Mark,  the  correct 
plural  being  Marka,  to  coins  in 
the  Russian,  Turkish,  Montene- 
gran  series,  and  what  seems  the 
most  inexcusable,  to  Oriental 
names  such  as  the  Satang  of 
Siam,  the  Pul  of  Afghanistan  and 
many  others.  For  all  coins,  the 
value  numeral  indicates  the  plural 
— surely  no  change  in  spelling 
the  name  is  required  where  it  is 
not  warranted. 


Slavic  Plurals 

Slavonic  language  plurals  are 
in  a  separate  category,  the  first 
to  appear  in  the  list  being  the 
Lithuanian  1  Centas,  2  Centai, 
10  Centu.  These  changes  are  the 
results  of  a  grammatical  declen¬ 
sion,  more  familiar  in  Latin  and 
Greek.  Since  most  twentieth  cen¬ 
tury  names  in  this  category  have 
not  become  Anglicized,  they  are 
spelled  correctly.  The  Russian 
names,  however,  have  long  been 
Anglicized,  although  there  is  no 
agreement  on  how  to  spell  the 
name  “Kopeck”  or  “Kopek”  or 
“Copeck”  nor  on  “Rouble”  or 
“Ruble.”  The  minor  coins  read,  as 
transliterated  from  the  Cyrillic: 
1  KOPEIKA,  2  or  3  KOPEIKI 
and  5  or  more  KOPEEK.  These 
names  may  appear  strange  in 
English  letters  since  they  are 
rarely  seen,  but  they  are  hardly 
any  stranger  than  the  Polish 
ZLOTY,  ZLOTE  and  ZLOTYCH, 
which,  to  be  absolutely  correct, 
must  show  a  diagonal  accent  mark 
on  the  “L”  to  indicate  the  proper 
vocalization.  The  latter  and  other 
similar  names  have  become  famil¬ 


iar  as  they  are  spelled  correctly, 
but  it  would  seem  the  interesting 
variations  in  the  Russian  names 
should  also  be  shown. 


5.  Misspelled  Names 


Luxemburg 

The  Luxemburg  coin  called  a 
Franc  is  actually  a  FRANG, 
which  is  rarely  if  ever  correctly 
spelled  in  coin  lists.  The  name 
on  the  5  FRANG  piece  is  the 
same  without  change.  This  word 
is  no  doubt  pronounced  about  the 
same  as  the  French  Franc,  but  it 
is  a  distinct  name  in  its  own 
right. 

Montenegro 

The  Montenegran  PERPER 
has  been  misspelled,  quite  possibly 


“By  George ,  they  really  were 
magic  beans!” 
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ever  since  its  first  appearance  in 
a  United  States  catalog.  Scott’s 
“Coins  of  the  World”  1916  edi¬ 
tion,  published  a  few  years  after 
this  coin  was  issued,  lists  it  as 
“1  Perpera.”  This  spelling  was  re¬ 
peated  without  verification  until 
it  reached  the  dictionary.  The 
1960  Webster  edition  shows 
Perpera  and  the  plural  form 
Perpere — both  being  incorrect,  at 
least  as  applied  to  coins. 

Since  Yeoman  shows  the  name 
Perper  in  his  index  of  coin  names, 
but  lists  the  coin  as  1  Perpera 
in  the  text  itself,  the  question 
naturally  arose  as  to  which  was 
correct.  Inquiries  simply  resulted 
in  a  consultation  of  some  coin 
book  or  perhaps  the  dictionary 
and  the  incorrect  spelling  was  re¬ 
ported  back  to  me  unchanged ! 
Only  by  finally  securing  the  coins 
themselves,  no  easy  task  at  this 
time,  could  PERPER  for  the 
singular  and  PERPERA  for  the 
plural  be  definitely  established. 

The  minor  coins  of  Montenegro 
are  1  PARA,  2  PARE,  10  PARA. 
Every  recent  list  so  far  seen 
shows  them  as  1  Para,  2  Paras,  10 
Paras.  The  spelling  PARE  on  the 
2-value  is  plainly  seen  on  the 
coin  itself  and  on  the  plates  il¬ 
lustrating  it.  The  10  denomina¬ 
tion  takes  no  final  “s.” 


The  Paris  Mint  has  contin¬ 
ually  restruck  French  com¬ 
memorative  medals  originally 
issued  many  years  earlier. 
This  practice  was  instituted  by 
Napoleon,  who  had  medals  of 
Louis  XIV  restruck  in  great 
quantity,  no  doubt  to  counter¬ 
balance  the  immense  number 
of  medals  struck  by  his  order 
in  his  own  honor. 


Albania 

The  major  coins  of  Albania  are 
catalogued  “Franka  Ari”  or  gold 
francs.  But  the  only  coins  so  far 
discovered  which  bear  the  name 
in  full  are  in  the  1935-37  issue 
which  read  1  FRANG  AR  and  2 
FRANGA  AR  with  no  abbrevia¬ 
tion  marks. 

An  Albanian-English  diction¬ 
ary  lists  the  word  in  its  singular 
form  as  both  “Frang”  and 
“Frank”  with  no  preference  given 
for  either  spelling,  and  states 
that  the  addition  of  “Ari”  de¬ 
fines  the  coin  as  a  “gold  franc.” 
AR  is  Albanian  for  “gold.” 

There  is  plenty  of  room  on  the 
coins  mentioned  above  for  the  ad¬ 
dition  of  the  letter  “I”  to  “AR”  if 
it  is  required.  We  are  assuming 
that  the  designer  knew  what  he 
was  about,  regardless  of  diction¬ 
ary  and  coin  lists  (which  may  be 
based  on  the  spelling  to  be  found 
in  accounts  and  money  ex¬ 
changes)  and  that  the  correct 
spelling  is  as  shown. 

On  the  bronze  coins,  the  name 
is  QINDAR  AR  although  Yeo¬ 
man  shows  an  abbreviation  mark 
after  AR. 

There  is  another  abnormality  in 
this  series.  The  V2  LEK  of  1926- 
31  is  so  spelled,  but  the  1947  issue 
is  V2  LEKU ;  the  plural  form 
does  not  add  an  “A”  but  is  spelled 
LEKE.  During  the  Italian  occu¬ 
pation  in  1939-41  all  coins  from 
the  0.05  to  the  10  denomination 
were  spelled  LEK.  The  puzzle  of¬ 
fered  by  this  country  is  unsolved. 


Belgium 

A  minor  misspelling  occurs  in 
the  Flemish  language  plural  of 
the  Belgian  “Centime”  which  does 
not  take  an  “s”  but  is  correctlv 
CENTIMEN. 
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Israel 

If  any  further  evidence  is 
needed  to  prove  a  lack  of  interest 
or  rather  lack  of  attention  paid 
to  coin  names  in  the  numismatic 
field,  consider  this  example  from 
Israel.  A  recent  issue  of  the 
Israel  Numismatic  Bulletin  states 
that  the  rules  of  Hebrew  gram¬ 
mar  demand  that  the  plural  form 
of  the  noun  ibllow  the  digits  2 
to  10  inclusive.  But  from  the 
number  11  onward  it  is  possible, 
and  indeed  more  acceptable,  to  use 
the  singular  form  of  the  noun. 

Thus  the  1  PRUT  A  coin  be¬ 
comes,  in  the  plural  form,  5 
PRUTOT  and  10  PRUTOT;  the 
name  on  the  25  denomination  and 
over  reverts  to  the  PRUT  A  spell¬ 
ing.  Yet  a  recent  elaborate,  il¬ 
lustrated  brochure  put  out  over 
the  signature  of  the  Bank  of 
Israel  lists  all  the  names  as  sim¬ 


ply  PRUTA.  This  disregard  of 
accuracy  even  penetrated  the 
mint!  For  as  the  Bulletin  re¬ 
ports,  in  one  year  the  5  Prutot 
coins  show  the  inscription  Pruta, 
and  in  two  different  years  the  10 
Prutot  coins  repeat  the  error. 
These  errors  were  corrected  in  a 
later  year  but  they  are  wonderful 
examples  of  a  misspelling  rising 
above  the  mere  pages  of  a  catalog 
to  the  coins  themselves!  (It  was 
a  thrill  to  discover  that  the  coins 
we  picked  up  in  Israel  in  1955 
were  the  errors.) 

The  later  Israel  name  of 
AGORA  correctly  shows  the 
plural  of  AGOROT  on  the  5  and 
10  denominations,  and  also  on  the 
25  value  where,  as  the  Bulletin 
states,  it  is  possible  but  less  ac¬ 
ceptable  spelling. 

(To  be  continued ) 


ESS  OLYMPICS 


M 


I  SR  A  EL  1964 


Official  medal  struck  in 
honour  of  the  16th  Chess 
Olympics  held  in  Israel, 
November,  1964,  with  the 
participation  of  51  coun¬ 
tries. 

Bronze  59  mm  —  Price 
$4.50  postpaid.  Additional 
$2  for  airmail  delivery. 
Quantity  limited  to  5,000 
serially  numbered. 


ISRAEL  GOVERNMENT  COINS  AND  MEDALS  CORPORATION 

II  Keren  Haycsod  Street,  Jerusalem,  Israel  850  Third  Avc.,  New  York  22,  N  Y 

Order  yours  immediately! 
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Your  Man  at  the  Centre  of  Ihe  World 

by  Nick  Parker ,  F.R.N.S. 


After  a  few  weeks  rest  from 
last  month’s  heavy  schedule  I 
was  on  my  way  again,  this  time  to 
Basle  for  the  auction  conducted 
by  Munzen  Und  Medaillen,  A.G. 
In  this  centre  of  old  world  culture, 
the  Cahn  brothers  played  host  to 
an  astute  two-day  gathering  com¬ 
prised  mainly  of  French  and 
French-speaking  numismatists,  al¬ 
though  the  table  did  have  seats  for 
such  prominent  numismatists  as 
Dr.  Leo  Mildenberg  of  Zurich, 
Leonard  Forrer  of  Amsterdam, 
Frau  Kricheldorf  of  Stuttgart, 
Mr.  B.  Ahlstrom  of  Stockholm, 
and  England’s  Douglas  Liddell. 
The  important  firms  of  Vinchon, 
Florange,  and  Bourgey  were  rep¬ 
resented  among  many  others  in 
the  French  contingent.  Most  bid¬ 
ders  were  attracted  by  the  877  lots 
of  French  coins  which  dominated 
the  1020-lot  sale. 

The  auction  proceeded  at  a  slow 
pace  in  order  to  get  the  maximum 
benefit  from  the  heavy  competi¬ 
tion,  and  many  of  the  choice 
French  coins  sold  for  three  or  even 
four  times  their  estimated  values. 
But  this  slow  pace  had  quite  an 
adverse  effect  near  the  end  of  the 
sale  when  the  fifty-three  English 
lots  were  finally  offered.  Many 
bidders  had  lost  their  enthusiasm 
by  that  late  hour. 

Even  so,  few  lots  were  knocked 
down  for  bargain  prices.  Perhaps 
the  most  singularly  outstanding 
price  was  that  of  15,500  Swiss 
Francs  ($3500)  realized  for  an 
Oxford  mint  Triple  Unite  of  1642 
in  very  fine  condition.  The  sale  in 
general  was  very  highly  regarded, 


and  both  the  accurate  grading  and 
excellent  photography  are  worthy 
of  mention. 

As  this  was  the  only  sale  I  at¬ 
tended  during  the  month,  I  at  last 
have  the  opportunity  to  clarify  a 
few  misconceptions  about  Euro¬ 
pean  auctions  and  to  answer  pub¬ 
licly  several  of  the  inquiries  which 
I  most  frequently  receive.  Other 
columnists  have  had  much  to  say 
about  these  sales.  Although  most 
published  information  is  basically 
accurate,  several  false  impressions 
seem  to  have  been  created. 

One  such  inaccuracy  is  the  sug¬ 
gestion  that  English  auction 
houses  do  not  guarantee  the  au¬ 
thenticity  of  their  material.  This 
is  true  in  the  case  of  Christie’s 
and  Sotheby’s,  both  of  them  gen¬ 
eral  art  auctioneers  with  only  a 
secondary  interest  in  numismatics. 
Glendining’s,  on  the  other  hand, 
specifically  specify  in  their  Con¬ 
ditions  of  Sale  that:  “Each  lot  is 
believed  to  be  genuine  but  should 
any  lot  prove  to  be  a  forgery  or  re¬ 
print  or  wrongly  described  in  the 
catalogue  the  purchaser  is  at  lib¬ 
erty  to  take  or  reject  it  provided 
always  that  such  notice  of  rejec¬ 
tion  be  made  and  the  lot  returned 
within  seven  days  from  the  date  of 
sale.” 

A  bit  of  thoroughly  false  advice 
has  been  recently  circulated  to  the 
effect  that  the  bidder  would  be 
acting  shrewdly  to  submit  mail 
bids  in  odd  amounts — i.e.,  a  few 
cents  over  the  nearest  dollar  or  a 
few  pence  over  the  nearest  pound. 
In  this  connection,  Glendining’s 
rules  specify  that  “no  person  (is) 
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An  Oxford  mint  Triple  Unite  of  Charles  I. 


to  advance  less  than  one  shilling; 
above  five  pounds,  five  shillings; 
and  so  on  in  proportion.”  In  gen¬ 
eral  practice,  virtually  all  auction¬ 
eers  disregard  odd-penny  amounts 
and  round  off  bids  to  the  nearest 
amount. 

While  American  numismatic 
auctioneers  frequently  offer  up 
their  own  holdings,  English  auc¬ 
tion  houses  deal  only  on  consign¬ 
ment.  Consignors  are  generally 
permitted  to  place  reserve  bids 
upon  their  lots  to  protect  them¬ 
selves  against  unreasonably  low 
prices.  For  this  reason  the  bidder 
accustomed  to  entering  bids  at  a 
fraction  of  estimated  value  has 
little  if  any  chance  of  success  in  a 
European  sale. 

On  the  Continent,  auctions  are 
generally  conducted  in  the  lan¬ 
guage  in  which  their  catalogs  are 
printed.  If  a  group  of  German 
coins  in  a  French  sale  is  cata¬ 
logued  in  German,  that  section  of 
the  sale  will  be  similarly  con¬ 
ducted  in  German.  The  best  gen¬ 
eral  rule  calls  for  a  careful  read¬ 
ing  of  the  terms  of  the  sale.  If 
these  are  in  an  unfamiliar  lan¬ 
guage,  they  should  be  accurately 
translated,  for  certain  clauses  in 
these  terms  vary  not  only  from 


one  country  to  another  but  from 
one  auction  house  to  another  with¬ 
in  the  same  nation. 

There  are  also  a  bevy  of  local 
customs  and  laws  with  which  bid¬ 
ders  must  comply.  In  Switzerland, 
for  example,  there  is  a  ten  per 
cent  tax  imposed  upon  all  items 
bought  at  auction.  Most  continen¬ 
tal  auctioneers  charge  a  commis¬ 
sion  for  executing  mail  bids.  This 
is  generally  the  standard  five  per 
cent  charged  by  independent 
agents. 

Most  German  auction  houses  re¬ 
serve  the  right  to  increase  mail 
bids  up  to  ten  per  cent  without 
specific  authorization.  First  im¬ 
pressions  to  the  contrary,  this  is  a 
wholly  legitimate  stipulation  which 
can  prove  quite  advantageous  in 
certain  difficult  situations. 

An  American  bidding  on  gold 
coins  has  the  responsibility  of  ob¬ 
taining  the  proper  Import  Per¬ 
mits.  Failure  to  do  so  gives  suf¬ 
ficient  grounds  for  rejecting  bids. 

While  lots  at  American  auctions 
are  generally  purchased  for  suc¬ 
cessful  mail  bidders  at  a  slight  ad¬ 
vance  over  the  next  highest  bid, 
most  European  auctioneers  enter 
mail  bids  as  such  without  regard 
for  what  price  the  lot  may  have 
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brought  on  the  floor. 

Finally,  a  basic  rule,  equally  ap¬ 
plicable  on  either  side  of  the  At¬ 
lantic.  If  you  are  attending  a  sale 
in  person,  never  bid  on  a  lot  with¬ 
out  having  previously  calculated 
its  precise  value  to  you.  Otherwise 
the  atmosphere  of  the  sale  makes 
it  hazardously  easy  to  overbid. 

If  I  may,  I’d  like  to  add  a  word 
of  advice  to  American  and  Euro¬ 
pean  auctioneers.  A  large  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  catalogs  which  I  have 
seen  in  recent  months  have  had  in¬ 
sufficient  descriptions  of  unillus¬ 
trated  coins.  Obviously,  no  cata- 
loger  is  expected  to  be  an  author¬ 
ity  on  all  phases  of  numismatics, 
but  standard  works  with  reference 
numbers  exist  to  remedy  this  situ¬ 
ation.  In  preparing  an  auction  list, 
the  auctioneer  should  quote  not 
only  a  reference  number  from  a 
general  work  but  also  a  reference 
number  from  the  technical  catalog 
generally  accepted  for  the  specific 
field.  This  enables  the  prospec¬ 
tive  bidder  to  determine  questions 
of  die  variety  and  edge  lettering  in 
advance  and  obviates  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  personal  inspection. 

Any  further  inquiries  on  the 
points  I’ve  covered  here  are  more 
than  welcome;  next  month,  with 
the  London  auction  schedule  re¬ 
turning  to  normal,  I  should  have 
a  more  conventional  column  for 
you. 

*  * 

In  1943,  British  bronze  coin 
withdrawn  from  circulation  as  a 
result  of  wear  amounted  to  a 
nominal  value  of  £2175.  The  net 
loss  of  metal  represented  seven 
and  one-half  percent  of  the  stand¬ 
ard  weight  of  the  coins  on  issue. 
In  addition,  £60  2s.  9d.  of  bronze 
coin  was  withdrawn  due  to  dam¬ 
age  through  enemy  action. 
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The  Coinage  of  Anarchy 

some  notes  on  English  coinage  under  Stephen 
by  Lawrence  Block 


It  is  one  of  the  traditions  of 
English  history  that  the  nation 
has  managed  to  gain  as  much 
from  the  administration  of  a  bad 
ruler  as  a  good  one.  Under  a 
strong  king,  the  island  moves  for¬ 
ward  commercially  and  gains  in 
foreign  affairs.  Under  a  weak 
king,  reforms  in  the  realm  of 
personal  liberty  come  into  being. 


Silver  Penny  of  H 


peace  and  stability  of  a  particu¬ 
lar  reign.  When  administrative 
inefficiency  has  led  to  a  shortage 
of  small  change,  the  interesting 
token  series  have  resulted.  When 
civil  war  has  rocked  England, 
such  series  as  the  obsidionel  coin¬ 
age  of  1644-49  and  the  Irish  Gun- 
money  pieces  have  been  the  re¬ 
sult.  Private  issues,  necessity 


y  I  struck  at  Bath. 


The  Magna  Carta  could  only  have 
been  forced  upon  such  a  king  as 
John.  The  abuses  of  his  reign 
made  the  charter  a  necessity, 
and  the  king’s  own  weakness 
made  it  possible.  Similarly,  the 
personal  qualities  of  James  II  not 
only  made  inevitable  his  removal 
from  the  throne  but  also  ushered 
in  an  era  of  increased  parliamen¬ 
tary  responsibility.  The  weakness 
of  the  early  Hanoverians  in  turn 
permitted  Parliament  to  grow  in 
authority. 

From  a  numismatic  standpoint, 
weak  kings  and  troubled  times 
have  frequently  served  to  provide 
a  wealth  of  interesting  material. 
One  might  almost  argue  that  the 
abundance  of  numismatic  items 
is  in  inverse  proportion  to  the 


coins,  siege  pieces,  emergency 
tokens — all  of  these  absorbing 
items  emerge,  like  the  Great 
Charter,  out  of  economic  and 
political  turmoil. 

The  period  from  1135  to  1189 — 
the  reigns  of  Stephen  and  Henry 
II  — is  noteworthy  in  this  respect. 
The  time  of  virtual  anarchy  dur¬ 
ing  which  Stephen  perched  pre¬ 
cariously  upon  the  throne  of 
England  saw  fifty  distinct  coin 
types  come  into  being,  including 
regular  and  irregular  coins  of 
Stephen,  coins  of  the  Angevin 
party,  and  private  coins  of  seven 
English  barons.  When  Henry  took 
the  throne  in  1154,  all  of  these 
coins  were  called  in  and  replaced 
by  the  monotonous  Short  Cross 
pennies,  which  were  continued  not 
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Regular  Penny  of  Stephen  and  an  irregular  Penny  of  Stephen  with  his  Queen  Matilda. 


only  throughout  Henry’s  long 
reign  but  through  the  reigns  of 
his  sons  Richard  I  and  John  as 
well. 

Henry  I,  the  youngest  son  of 
William  the  Conquerer,  succeeded 
his  brother  William  Rufus  in 
1100.  His  only  son,  the  child  of 
his  first  marriage,  drowned  in  a 
shipwreck  off  the  coast  of  Nor¬ 
mandy.  His  second  wife  failed  to 
bear  him  children,  and  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  succession  became  the 
problem  that  it  so  often  was  un¬ 
der  the  system  of  monarchy. 
When  Henry’s  sole  remaining 
legitimate  child,  his  daughter 
Matilda,  was  left  a  widow  by  the 
death  of  the  Emperor  of  the  Ger¬ 
mans,  he  determined  that  she 
should  succeed  him.  He  managed 
to  marry  her  to  Geoffrey  of  An¬ 
jou.  While  the  marriage  was  in 
no  sense  a  happy  one,  in  due 
course  Matilda  gave  birth  to  a 
son,  the  future  Henry  II. 

Long  before  the  marriage  the 
question  of  succession  had  appar¬ 
ently  been  settled.  Henry  had 
proclaimed  Matilda  his  heir,  and 
the  nobility  had  decided  unani¬ 
mously  in  her  favor.  But  with  her 
marriage,  and  with  the  birth  of 
the  young  Henry,  the  situation 
changed  radically.  While  the 
English  barons  were  grudgingly 
willing  to  see  a  woman  as  Eng¬ 
land’s  regent,  they  were  distinct¬ 
ly  upset  at  the  prospect  of  the 
throne  falling  into  the  hands  of 
the  Plantagenets  of  Anjou.  Ma¬ 
tilda  as  Henry’s  daughter  was 


acceptable;  Matilda  as  the  mother 
of  a  future  Angevin  king  was 
something  else  again. 

On  his  deathbed,  Henry  be¬ 
queathed  all  his  dominions  to 
Matilda.  Two  men  were  at  his 
side.  One  was  Robert  of  Glou¬ 
cester,  one  of  Henry’s  many 
bastard  offspring.  The  other  was 
Stephen  of  Blois,  the  son  of 
William  the  Conqueror’s  daughter 
Adele.  While  Robert  determined 
to  implement  the  dead  king’s  will, 
Stephen  decided  to  spare  the  Eng¬ 
lish  from  the  dual  prospect  of  a 
female  ruler  and  an  Angevin  heir 
by  grabbing  the  throne  for  him¬ 
self. 

This  was  not  hard  to  do. 
Stephen’s  personal  prestige  was 
great  at  the  time,  and  public 
sentiment  against  the  House  of 
Anjou  was  keen.  As  a  direct  male 
descendant  of  the  Conqueror, 
Stephen  had  enough  of  an  excuse 
to  claim  the  crown.  He  gathered 
a  fighting  force  and  marched  di¬ 
rectly  to  London,  where  popular 
sentiment  was  strongly  in  his 
favor.  The  populace  hailed  him 
as  king,  and  he  rode  the  tide  of 
public  feeling  straight  to  the 
coronation  ceremony.  The  nobles 
and  ministers  of  Henry  went  over 
to  Stephen’s  side.  The  royal 
treasury  was  placed  at  his  dis¬ 
posal,  thus  granting  him  the 
financial  power  to  make  his  posi¬ 
tion  secure.  He  was  crowned  on 
Christmas  Eve  while  Matilda 
remained  with  her  husband  and 
her  son  on  the  other  side  of  the 
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Channel,  temporarily  out  of  the 
game. 

Essentially,  it  was  Stephen’s 
appeal  to  the  commoners — and  to 
the  Londoners  in  particular — 
which  led  him  to  the  throne.  As 
Costain  points  out  in  The  Con¬ 
quering  Family, 

“The  reign  of  Stephen  is 
important  for  this  one  thing 
only,  that  a* 'truly  revolution¬ 
ary  precedent  had  been  set. 
Common  men  had  chosen  a 
king!” 

For  the  moment  Henry’s  daugh¬ 
ter  Matilda  did  nothing.  As  time 
passed,  Stephen  proved  to  be  a 
better  crowd-pleaser  than  admin¬ 
istrator.  A  weak  and  vacillating 
king,  he  constantly  reversed  him¬ 
self,  was  alternately  overly  leni¬ 
ent  and  overly  harsh,  and  gen¬ 
erally  functioned  as  a  dreadful 
monarch.  According  to  Trevelyan, 
“He  was  a  gallant  warrior, 
a  knight-errant  of  the  new 
chivalric  ideal  .  .  .  but  care¬ 
less  of  the  public  welfare  and 
wholly  unfit  to  be  King.” 

When  a  reaction  to  Stephen’s 
faulty  administration  began  to 
set  in,  Matilda  joined  with  Robert 
of  Gloucester  to  make  her  move. 
Gloucester  raised  an  army  in 
Normandy  and  quickly  secured 
half  of  that  duchy  under  Ma¬ 
tilda’s  standard.  When  Matilda 
crossed1  the  channel,  a  group  of 


SUBSCRIPTION  NOTICE 

Subscription  orders  must  reach 
this  office  before  the  10th  of 
February  in  order  to  have  the 
subscription  begin  with  the 
March  issue  of  the  Journal.  Sub¬ 
scriptions  received  after  the  10th 
of  February  will  begin  with  the 
April  issue.  Back  issues  of 
the  Journal  are  not  available. 
Subscriptions  will  not  begin  with 
the  previous  month’s  issue. 


discontented  barons  joined  her 
forces.  Civil  war  broke  out  in 
earnest  and  raged  without  sig¬ 
nificant  interruption  for  fourteen 
years. 

The  war  lived  up  to  Sherman’s 
definition  of  war  in  general. 
When  Matilda’s  forces  captured 
Stephen  himself  after  he  fell 
wounded  on  the  battlefield,  his 
Queen  continued  the  war.  An¬ 
archy  bloomed  in  full  flower 
throughout  the  nation,  and  feud¬ 
alism  was  carried  to  its  logical 
but  unworkable  extremes.  It  has 
been  estimated  that  one  full  third 
of  the  population  of  England 
died  in  the  course  of  the  struggle. 
Here  is  Costain’s  description  of 
the  situation: 

“While  the  rival  claimants 
continued  the  contest  with 
seige  and  counterseige  and 
foray  and  skirmish,  merrie 
England  became  the  least 
merrie  country  in  the  known 
world.  As  no  attempt  at  ad¬ 
ministration  was  made  in  a 
land  given  over  to  factional 
strife,  the  barons  became  the 
rulers.  Each  was  now  a  petty 
king.  They  did  as  they 
pleased,  seized  everything 
they  wanted,  from  the  lands 
of  a  freeman  to  the  pretty 
daughter  of  a  villein,  turned 
their  castles  into  headquar¬ 
ters  for  an  iron  oppression, 
and  built  new  ones  at  points 
which  made  possible  the  ex¬ 
tension  of  their  operations. 
...  If  a  baron  needed  labor 
for  the  building  of  a  castle  or 
a  dam  or  the  laying  of  new 
roads,  he  rounded  up  every¬ 
one  he  could  find,  women  as 
well  as  men,  and  set  them  to 
work  with  guards  over  them. 

“Thus,  while  the  matter  of 
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Penny  of  Eustace  Fitzjohn  with  lion  passant  on  obverse. 


the  succession  was  dis¬ 
puted,  England  suffered  and 
starved.  Few  crops  were  put 
in  because  the  barons  were 
likely  to  take  the  harvest  for 
themselves  or  destroy  it  in 
sheer  wantonness.  One  chron¬ 
icle  says  the  people  became 
afraid  that  God  and  all  His 
saints  were  asleep. 

The  military  operations  of  the 
war,  while  interesting  enough, 
need  not  take  too  much  space 
here.  In  1153,  the  tide  turned 
permanently  with  the  landing  of 
young  Henry  in  England.  The 
Angevin  scored  a  strong  victory 
in  a  pitched  battle  at  Walling¬ 
ford,  and  the  terms  of  the  peace 


Baronial  issues  of  William  Peverell,  Earl 
Norfolk.  Obverses  of  these  coins  show  the 


clipping  the  coins  was  so  rampant 
that  contracts  commonly  called 
for  payment  not  in  coin  but  in 
weight,  showing  that  the  face 
value  of  the  various  coins  had 
become  meaningless. 

Friedberg’s  Coins  Of  The  Brit¬ 
ish  World  lists  seven  pennies  of 
Stephen.  An  additional  twenty- 
five  types  were  struck  with  his 
name  but  not  under  his  authority. 
The  Angevins  struck  half  a  dozen 
issues,  one  with  Matilda’s  im¬ 
print  and  the  rest  bearing 
Henry’s  name.  Two  of  these 
pieces  bear  Stephen’s  bust  with 
Henry’s  inscription,  a  condition 
not  too  much  less  confusing  than 
Stephen’s  whole  reign  itself. 


of  Nottingham,  and  Hugh  Bigod,  Earl  of 
ust  of  Stephen  defaced  by  a  cross. 


settled  the  succession  upon  him. 
Stephen  would  rule  until  his 
death;  then  Henry  would  ascend 
to  the  throne  and  it  would  pass 
in  turn  to  his  descendants.  This 
happened  a  year  after  Walling¬ 
ford. 

The  anarchy  of  Stephen’s  reign 
was  mirrored  by  widespread 
numismatic  anarchy.  A  great 
variety  of  official  and  unofficial 
issues  abounded.  The  practice  of 


Finally,  seven  of  the  Barons 
coined  private  issues  of  their 
own.  Many  of  these  are  rather 
attractive  and  interesting  pieces; 
all  are  expensive.  The  following 
barons  struck  coins  at  this  time: 

Eustace  Fitzjohn — one  of  the 
barons  who  rallied  to  Matilda’s 
cause. 

Robert  De  Stuteville — a  sup¬ 
porter  of  Stephen. 

Henry  of  Blois  —  Stephen’s 
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brother  and  the  Bishop  of  Win¬ 
chester.  He  quarreled  with  Ste¬ 
phen,  supported  Matilda,  quar¬ 
reled  with  her  and  deserted  her, 
reconciled  Stephen  with  the 
church,  and  left  England  after 
Stephen’s  death. 

Robert  of  Gloucester — the  most 
distinguished  bastard  of  Henry  I, 
and  the  staunchest  advocate  of 
Matilda’s  cause. 

William  of  Gloucester — sup¬ 
porter  of  Matilda. 

Brian  Fitzcount — led  a  revolt 


A  cut  Halfpenny  of  Robert  of  Gloucester. 

against  Stephen  in  Wallingford 
which  gave  Matilda  an  advanced 
position  in  the  heart  of  Stephen’s 
country. 

Patrick,  Earl  of  Salisbury — no 
information  available.  The  coin 
name  is  uncertain,  and  it  is  pos¬ 
sible  to  theorize  that  it  was  is¬ 
sued  by  Roger,  Bishop  of  Salis¬ 
bury.  Roger  managed  the  ex¬ 
chequer  under  Henry  I,  became 
opposed  to  Matilda  when  she  mar¬ 
ried  Geoffrey  of  Anjou,  sup¬ 
ported  Stephen  upon  Henry’s 
death.  Issued  writs  on  the  King’s 
part,  took  matters  into  his  own 


Coinage  of  the  Angevin  party.  On  the  left,  a 
On  the  right,  a  Chichester  Penny  of  Henry  r 


hands,  and  ultimately  fell  out 
with  Stephen. 

The  reign  of  Stephen,  disas¬ 
trous  as  it  was,  did  not  lack  good 
results  in  the  long  run.  By  giving 
free  rein  to  the  feudal  powers  of 
the  barons,  England  was  given 
a  surfeit  of  feudalism,  and  the 
way  was  paved  for  the  extensive 
reforms  of  Henry  II.  Henry,  first 
of  the  great  Plantagenet  kings, 
extended  the  authority  of  the 
royal  courts  and  laid  the  basis  of 
the  common  law.  His  reign  was 
not  free  of  conflicts  and  his 
friendship  and  subsequent  quar¬ 
rels  with  Thomas  a  Becket,  who 
first  served  him  as  chancellor  and 
later  fought  him  as  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury,  has  endured  as 
legend  and  has  been  recently  re¬ 
told  in  Anouilh’s  Becket,  first  as  a 
stage  play  and  now  as  a  motion 
picture.  Becket’s  martyrdom  not¬ 
withstanding,  Henry  ruled  in  the 
main  both  wisely  and  well. 

Just  as  the  anarchy  of  Ste¬ 
phen’s  reign  led  to  reforms  of 
the  feudal  system,  so  did  the 
numismatic  chaos  of  the  day  lead 
to  Henry’s  sweeping  reform  of 
the  coinage.  Costain  writes, 

“One  of  Henry’s  first  acts 
was  to  call  in  all  old  money 
and  replace  it  with  a  new 
penny  issue.  According  to  one 
historian,  he  assumed  the  loss 
himself,  but  this  seems  highly 
unlikely  in  view  of  the  great 
amount  involved  and  the  far 


Canterbury  Penny  of  the  Empress  Matilda, 
f  Anjou,  later  Henry  II. 
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Two  more  samples  of  the  rare  Baronial  coinage.  The  Penny  on  the  left  is 
attributed  to  Baldwin  de  Redvers  or  Brian  Fitzcount.  The  coin  on  the 
right  is  of  Patrick,  Earl  of  Salisbury. 


from  healthy  condition  of  the 
royal  finances,  as  well  as  the 
obvious  fact  that  it  would 
have  been  a  stimulant  to  fu¬ 
ture  clipping  and  sawing  and 
filing.  .  .  . 

“All  coin  issues  .  .  .  were 
pennies.  The  issue  which 
Henry  put  out  to  replace  the 
dross  of  the  anarchy  was 
hastily  conceived  and  rudely 
executed  (he  did  not  care 
about  such  matters)  but  it 
was  an  honest  penny.  Most 
issues  had  been  good  for  sev¬ 
eral  years  only,  but  this  first 
one  .  .  .  remained  in  exclusive 
use  for  twenty-three  years. 
The  young  King  saw  to  it 
that  it  continued  honest.  He 
cut  down  the  number  of  li¬ 
censed  mints  to  fifty  and  had 
a  continuous  inspection  made 
of  their  output.  In  1180  he 
put  out  a  second  issue,  a 
much  more  artistic  one  this 


CORRECTION 

In  December’s  Journal,  Robert 
Obojski’s  article  stated  that 
the  Royal  Canadian  Mint  Mu¬ 
seum  possesses  two  copies  of 
the  1911  pattern  dollar.  We 
have  since  been  advised  by  Mr. 
N.  A.  Parker,  Master  of  the 
Royal  Canadian  Mint,  that  no 
specimens  of  this  rare  coin  are 
in  the  Mint  Museum  collection. 


time.  The  minting  was  so 
sound  that  no  more  coins 
were  struck  for  sixty  years.” 
This  last  is  not  precisely  cor¬ 
rect.  Richard  I  and  John,  Henry’s 
sons  and  successors,  did  strike 
coins.  However,  the  short  cross 
pennies  which  they  issued  were 
similar  to  their  father’s,  bore  his 
portrait  and  name,  and  differed 
only  in  minute  respects.  Some 
Irish  coins  bore  John’s  name,  and 
some  Anglo-Gallic  pieces  were 
struck  by  Richard  under  his  own 
name  for  Aquitaine,  Poitou  and 
Issoudun,  but  in  England  itself 
the  Short-Cross  pennies  contin¬ 
ued  as  before. 

The  historical  aspects  of  numis¬ 
matics  have  always  been  much 
heralded.  At  times  the  battle  cry 
seems  uncalled  for;  one  has  a  lit¬ 
tle  trouble  detecting  the  depths 
of  historical  scholarship  in  the 
man  whose  numismatic  passion 
consists  in  accumulating  a  roll  set 
of  Roosevelt  dimes,  for  example. 
But  for  the  numismatist  with  the 
proper  inclinations,  the  march  of 
history  and  coinage  is  inextrica¬ 
bly  interwoven.  One  can  see  this 
operating  vividly  in  the  case  of 
Stephen  and  Henry.  The  political 
turmoil  and  consequent  political 
stability  is  echoed  precisely  by  the 
debased  and  anarchical  coinage  of 
the  first  king  and  the  sound  if  less 
interesting  coinage  of  his  succes¬ 
sor. 
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Few  persons  outside  the  Soviet  Union  have  seen  the  newest  issues 
of  Russian  currency  introduced  in  1961.  Through  courtesy  of  the  Bank 
for  Foreign  Trade  of  the  U.S.S.R.  we  are  pleased  to  present  illustra¬ 
tions  of  all  current  Soviet  notes. 

All  are  dated  1961,  and  have  red  serial  numbers. 
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quality  supplies.  If  you  are 
within  150  miles  of  Evansville 
all  orders  $50.00  or  more  will 
be  shipped  prepaid. 

STERLING 

NUMISMATIC  SUPPLIES 

1351  Washington  Avenue 
Evansville,  Indiana 


COPLEY  COIN 
COMPANY 

581  Boylston  St. 
Boston,  Mass.  02116 

SATISFACTION 

GUARANTEED 

FREE  PRICE  LIST 
ON  REQUEST 

PNG  -  IAPN 


RUSSIA 

The  coins  of  Russia  have  long  been  a 
favorite  series  of  mine. 

I'd  like  to  buy  a  good  comprehensive 
collection  of  them. 

RANDOLPH  ZANDER 

Box  3013 

Alexandria,  Va.  22302 
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50  Roubles. 

Face:  Bust  of  Lenin  at  left,  watermark  of  same  bust  at  right, 
arms  in  center.  Green  overprint,  pink  background  in  center. 

Back:  Government  building  in  the  Kremlin  as  central  vignette, 
value  below.  Green  overprint,  pink  and  blue  background. 

Size:  5%  x  2%  inches. 


100  Roubles. 

Face:  Similar  to  the  50  Roubles.  Brown  overprint,  light  blue  back¬ 
ground  in  center. 
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E  &  T  KoinTainer 

P.O.  Box  97 

Homer,  Michigan  49245 

Manufacturers  of 

KoinTains 
KoinVelopes 
KoinPanels 
KoinTyes,  etc. 

(REG.  TRADE  MARKS) 

DEALERS  ONLY 

Request  sample  kit  and  prices  on 
your  letterhead 

Also  we  are 
Distributors  of  complete 
WHITMAN  LINE 


WHOLESALE 


Service 


Coin  &  Stamp  Supplies 


Write  for  Catalogue 
on  your  letterhead 

ADELPHIA 
Stamp  &  Coin  Co. 

902  Arch  Street 
Philadelphia  7,  Pa. 


ins 


magazine 


COINS  is  the  world’s  larg¬ 
est  selling  com  ma.Sazinet 
Articles  of  lasting  interest 
Artl  photos  .  •  •  features 

ads  fr°Sus  VLE 

QUOTES  price  guide  lists 
coin  values.  Subscribe  now. 

Special:  3  mos.  $1 

1  year  (12  issues)  only  $5 

2  years  $8  —  3  years  $10 


Numismatic  News 

numismatic  news* 

the  coin  collectors  d 
Contains  latest  coin  news 
historical  features  .  •  • 

•  :  '  .  orlc  bv  world 

photos  .  •  •  acJb  u7 
leading  com  dealers  .  -  • 
nlus  TELEQUOTES  price 
guide  in  handy  pullout 
section.  Try  it. 

Special:  6  issues  $1 

1  year  (26  issues)  only  $4 

2  years  $7  —  3  years  $10  \ 
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Back:  View  of  the  Kremlin  in  center,  value  to  left  and  right. 
Brown  overprint,  blue,  pink  and  green  background. 

Size:  5%  x  2%  inches. 

The  above  illustrations  are  of  uniface  Specimen  faces  and  backs. 
The  Russian  word  for  “Specimen”  is  overprinted  on  each  piece.  This 
overprint  does  not  appear  on  notes  made  for  circulation. 


AA0000000 


it 

CTOKAPKMMWB 

CUD  P»6.SW-i03  CfM  *  C«H  ildl  866*™' 

jv  h  m*mat  4»»tAs  «u»uy  o  or?  at  p'&m 
S»MTS  3  CCM  CAM.  CVM 

W9n>*r  jviWu-  fen  mahat  s mm, 


AAOOO0OOO 


IS  IT  TIME  TO  SELL? 

WE  SPECIALIZE  IN  COIN  AUCTION  SALES 

WANTED— Consignments  of  Ancients,  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Collections  or 
attractive  individual  specimens. 

REASONABLE  FEES-COMPETENT  CATALOGUING-ACCURATE  GRADING 

Your  coins  may  form  an  integral  part  of  a  definitive  specialty  catalog. 
ANNUAL  SUBSCRIPTION  TO  ALL  SALES  CATALOGS  AND  PRICES.  $5.00 

HENRY  CHRISTENSEN 

Hudson  County  National  Bank  Bldg., 

95  River  St.,  Hoboken,  New  Jersey 

Tele:-201 -656-2266 
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We  are  distributors  of  Coin 
&  Stomp  supplies  featur¬ 
ing  the  complete  WHIT¬ 
MAN  Line . 

CHARLTON 
COIN  &  STAMP 
COMPANY  LIMITED 

J.  E.  &  M.  CHARLTON 

49  Queen  St.  E. 
Toronto  1,  Canada 

Established  1949 


Foreign  A/lints  &  Banks 

How  to  order  direct  with  complete  instruc¬ 
tions.  A  most  informative  book  covering  all 
countries  in  the  world  offering  numismatic 
services.  Price  $2.50  postpaid.  New  Edition. 

LEE  BAKER  PUBLICATIONS 

P.O.  Box  562 

Santa  Clara  8  California 


"Since  1917" 

WHOLESALE  COIN  SUPPLIES 

Dealers— Check  These  Services 

Free  Display  Racks. 
v*  Free  Check  List  and  Ad  Material. 
u*  Freight  Paid  on  $50.00  shipment  anywhere  in  U.S. 
v*  Easy  to  read  catalog. 

Orders  shipped  same  day  received. 
u*  Orders  packed  with  care. 

J >  Complete  selection  of  all  leading  numismatic  material. 

Send  For  Our  Illustrated  Catalog 

COIN  SUPPLY  DIVISION 
ANDERSON  NEWS  COMPANY 

P.O.  Box  256 

4320  Huntsville  Rd.,  Florence,  Ala. 
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By  R.  S.  Yeoman 


A  Reli  gious  Propaganda 
Coin  of  Early  Islam 


The  prophet  Mohammed  died  in 
632  A.D.  His  followers  were  a 
united  militant  race  of  converts 
whose  greatest  desire  was  a  hero’s 
death  fighting  religious  enemies. 
This  was  considered  a  short  cut 
to  paradise. 

Coins  of  Greece,  Rome  and 
Byzantium  had  portraits  of  their 
rulers  and,  occasionally,  of  Christ. 
The  Moslem  coinage  lacked  any 
likeness  whatever  and  even  omit¬ 
ted  the  Caliph’s 'name  and  the 
name  of  his  subjects.  The  Koran 
prohibited  any  “likeness  of  any 
living  thing,  whether  in  heaven 
above  or  on  the  earth  beneath.” 
The  illustration  is  that  of  a 
dirhem  of  Caliph  Hisham  (723- 
742).  The  coin  is  without  interest 
to  a  Western  collector  until  the 
Arabic  characters  are  translated, 
when  the  strange  legends  become 
meaningful  and  colorful.  The  date 
is  739  and  it  was  minted  at  Wasit 
(Central  City)  on  the  Tigris 
River.  The  obverse  inscription 


means  “There  is  no  god  but  Allah 
alone;  there  is  no  associate  to 
Him.”  The  border  legend  means 
“In  the  name  of  Allah:  may  He 
avert  evil  from  this  dirhem,  in 
Wasit  year  one  and  ten  and 
one  hundred.”  The  111  years  is 
the  number  of  lunar  years  reck¬ 
oned  after  Mohammed’s  flight  to 
Medina  in  622  A.D.  The  lunar 
year  is  about  3%  shorter  than 
the  Christian  or  solar  year. 

The  reverse  bears  a  verse  of 
the  Koran  intended  as  a  mani¬ 
festo  which  translated  reads: 
“Allah  is  One;  Allah  is  the  Eter¬ 
nal;  He  did  not  beget  and  was 
not  begotten,  and  He  has  never 
had  an  equal.” 

The  Moslems  were  an  extremely 
dedicated  people  who  might  have 
prevailed  over  every  other  reli¬ 
gion.  Later  history  records  their 
retreats  from  France,  Spain  and 
the  Holy  Land,  but  the  Islamic 
faith  remains  one  of  the  world’s 
great  religions. 


THE  WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC  JOURNAL.  FEBRUARY.  1965 


PAGE  117 


A  New  Year's  Thaler  of  Frankfurt 


The  legend  on  the  obverse  of 
this  silver  thaler  reads  ZUM 
GUTEN  NEUEN  JAHR  IN 
FRANCKFURT  DEN  .  1  .  JAN 
1660  (For  a  Good  New  Year  in 
Frankfurt  January  1,  1660). 

These  words  were  probably  not 
intended  to  convey  a  frivolous 
feeling  so  much  as  a  prayer  for 
better  times  for  the  old  city  of  the 
Frankish  kings.  Only  a  few  years 


prior  to  this  new  year  the  Thirty 
Years  War  had  ended  in  1648. 
Germany  was  reduced  to  misery 
and  starvation  and  lost  a  large 
part  of  its  population  as  a  result 
of  this  conflict. 

Little  wonder,  then,  that  this 
thaler  has  as  its  obverse  legend 
GOTT  .  ERHALTE  .  VNS  .  IN  . 
FRIDEN  (God  preserve  us  in 
peace). 


Lothair  I  and 
Verdun 


Lothair  I  was  the  central  fig¬ 
ure  of  the  historic  Treaty  of  Ver¬ 
dun,  which  was  a  crucial  moment 
in  European  history.  The  coin 
illustrated  is  a  denier  struck  by 
this  emperor  during  his  reign 
which  started  in  840  and  lasted 


the  Treaty  of 

J 

of  843 


until  his  death  in  855. 

The  treaty  was  an  outgrowth  of 
the  Oath  of  Strasburg  of  842  be¬ 
tween  Charles  the  Bold  and  Louis 
the  German  against  their  brother 
Lothair.  The  oath,  by  the  way, 
was  spoken  in  turn  in  each  other’s 
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language  so  as  to  be  understood. 
The  version  used  by  Louis  is  the 
oldest  known  specimen  of  French. 

The  treaty  drawn  up  at  Verdun 
the  next  year  partitioned  Charle¬ 
magne’s  empire  among  the  three 
claimants  mentioned  above.  Under 
its  terms  Louis  received  the  east¬ 
ern  portion,  now  Germany; 
Charles  became  king  of  the  west¬ 
ern  region,  now  France;  and 
Lothair  retained* ’the  central  por¬ 
tion  which  included  the  low  coun¬ 


tries,  Lorraine,  Alsace,  Burgundy, 
Provence  and  Italy.  The  ensuing 
eleven  centuries  saw  periodic 
wars  over  the  possession  of  Lo- 
thair’s  lands. 

The  coin  illustrated  shows  a 
church  with  a  cross  at  the  roof 
peak,  symbolic  of  the  king’s 
allegiance  to  the  Church  where 
Lothair  was  crowned  by  the  Pope. 
This  and  similar  coins  struck  by 
the  Carolingian  rulers  are  known 
as  “Church  Pennies.” 


A  "Common"  Mark  of  Lubeck, 
Hamburg  and  Wismar 


It  is  interesting  to  learn  that  at 
one  time  three  German  cities 
agreed  on  a  single  coin,  at  a  time 
when  there  were  so  many  little 
independent  States  and  City 
States. 

The  Germans  called  the  coin, 
which  is  illustrated,  a  Gemein- 
schaftliche  (common)  Mark  be¬ 
cause  the  course  of  daily  trade 
required  a  standard  coin  accepta¬ 
ble  to  the  merchants  in  each  city. 
This  coin  is  dated  1546  and  has 
the  coats  of  arms  of  Lubeck, 
Hamburg  and  Wismar  on  the  re¬ 
verse  side.  The  cities  are  forty 
to  sixty  miles  from  one  another. 

In  1241  Lubeck  and  Hamburg- 
concluded  a  treaty  of  mutual  pro¬ 
tection.  In  a  short  time  other 


cities  joined  which  finally  became 
the  Hanseatic  League.  Lubeck 
was  the  headquarters  of  a  vast, 
powerful,  merchant  aristocracy 
which  included  cities  from  Hol¬ 
land  to  Poland,  principally  those 
on  the  North  and  Baltic  Seas. 

They  reached  their  summit  of 
power  in  their  victory  over  Walde- 
mar  IV  of  Denmark,  gaining  the 
Treaty  of  Stralsund  in  1370.  The 
formal  organization  declined  in 
significance  during  the  commer¬ 
cial  revolution  caused  by  the  dis¬ 
covery  of  America  and  the  rising 
maritime  power  of  Denmark  and 
Sweden.  Meetings  were  held  at 
Lubeck  through  the  sixteenth  cen¬ 
tury,  but  the  league  dissolved  in 
the  following  century. 
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Price  Revisions 


Catalog  of  Modern  World  Coins 


Heightened  activity  in  the  foreign  coin  field  has  led  to  a  sharp  up¬ 
trend  in  the  prices  of  several  important  series  of  foreign  coins  in  the 
past  few  months.  Some  of  these  more  active  issues  have  already  risen 
in  price  beyond  the  levels  in  the  Sixth  Edition  of  A  Catalog  of  Modern 
World  Coins,  Whitman’s  standard  reference  book  in  the  field.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  price  revisions  represent  some  of  the  more  dramatic  changes 
which  have  led  the  foreign  field.  Collectors  may  enter  these  revised 
values  in  their  Sixth  Edition  Brown  Books. 


Catalog 

Catalog 

Revised 

No. 

Value 

Value 

COLOMBIA 

Y72 

$  17.50 

$  42.50 

GERMAN  NEW  GUINEA 

Y7 

60.00 

185.00 

GERMANY 

Y50 

3.00 

10.00 

Y51 

10.00 

22.50 

Y52 

4.50 

12.00 

Y53 

5.00 

20.00 

Y54 

12.50 

47.50 

Y55 

5.00 

12.50 

Y56 

5.00 

10.00 

Y57 

6.00 

12.50 

Y58 

17.50 

35.00 

Y59 

10.00 

22.50 

YCO 

5.00 

10.00 

Y61 

10.00 

22.50 

Y62 

3.50 

9.00 

Y63 

8.00 

32.50 

Y64 

6.00 

17.50 

Y65 

2.75 

7.50 

Y66 

7.50 

35.00 

Y67 

3.50 

6.00 

Y68 

12.50 

27.50 

Y69 

5.00 

17.50 

Y70 

12  50 

30.00 

Y71 

5.00 

11.00 

Y72 

2.50 

8.50 

Y73 

8.50 

15.00 

Y74 

5.00 

12.50 

Y75 

4.00 

10.00 

Y76 

4.50 

17.50 

Y77 

35.00 

75.00 
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GREAT  BRITAIN 

Yll 

100.00 

150.00 

Y75 

20.00 

50.00 

GUATEMALA 

Y83 

70.00 

300.00 

Y88b 

no  price 

2.00 

MEXICO 

YR11 

10.00 

20.00 

NEW  ZEALAND 

Y6 

225.00 

1100.00 

SWITZERLAND 

Yl-S 

30.00 

175.00 

Y2-S 

50.00 

150.00 

*. 

Y3-S 

60.00 

275.00 

Y4-S 

15.00 

42.50 

Y5-S 

15.00 

40.00 

Y6-S 

12.50 

37.50 

Y7-S 

12.50 

32.50 

Y8-S 

10.00 

27.50 

Y9-S 

12.50 

32.50 

Y10-S 

10.00 

30.00 

Yll-S 

9.00 

27.50 

Y12-S 

9.00 

27.50 

Y13-S 

8.50 

25.00 

Y14-S 

8.50 

25.00 

Y15-S 

8.50 

22.50 

Y16-S 

8.50 

22.50 

Y17-S 

9.00 

25.00 

MODERN 

FOREIGN 

COINS 

A  full  page  advertisement  might  tell 
you  a  little  about  my  stock,  but  right 
now  my  new  1965  Stock  List  is  ready, 
and  I  would  rather  send  you  this  list 
so  you  can  see  the, “whole  works”  for 
yourself. 

This  list  contains  something  of  inter¬ 
est  to  nearly  every  collector  of  for¬ 
eign  coins — lots  of  minor  (my  spe¬ 
cialty),  some  crowns,  a  few  foreign 
banknotes,  books,  and  a  lot  of  new 
and  recent  issues. 

No  pretty  pictures,  and  it  is  only  a 
multilithed  list,  and  you  might  not 
find  it  interesting.  However,  since  you 
may  have  a  copy  for  the  asking,  what 
can  you  lose  ?  I  issue  regular  monthly 
lists,  too,  and  all  buyers  receive  them 
as  released. 

The  new  Yeoman  “Catalog  of  Modern 
World  Coins”  is  now  available  for 
immediate  delivery,  postpaid  $4.00. 

LAUREN  BENSON 

512-K  Putnam  Bldg., 
Davenport,  Iowa  52801 


Reese  &  Associates 

"Coins  of  the  World” 

P.O.  Box  953-J 
Racine,  Wisconsin 

A  Few  Selections  From  Our  Latest  List: 
CYPRUS  Y2I,  45  Piastres  1928  Com- 

mem.  AU  . $15.00 

ISRAEL  YI6,  10  Pounds  1958  "10th 

Anniv."  in  box  of  issue,  BU  .  8.50 

FR.  INDO-CHINA  YI3  Piastre  EF. ...  5.00 

JERSEY  1964  Double  Proof  Set  in 

Case  .  19.95 

PHILIPPINE  CURRENCY: 

S-48c  I  Peso  Treas.  Certif.  VIC¬ 
TORY,  Central  Bank  Overpr., 

Crisp  New  . 1.50 

S-43  I  Peso  Treas.  Certif.  Series 


1936  Commonwealth,  Crisp  New  3.00 

GUERRILLA  NOTES: 

50  Centavos  Prov.  of  Iloilo  1944, 
auth.  by  Gov.  of  Panay  & 
Romblon  G  .  2.50 

1  Peso  Prov.  of  Capiz  Ser.  '43,  on 

registry  paper.  Fair-G .  7.00 

2  Pesos  Prov.  of  Iloilo  Ser.  '42, 

Native  at  left.  V.  Scarce.  G  .  6.50 

50  Centavos  MA-BA-HI-HIN-IN  (5 
Municipalities)  undated.  Unusual 
note.  VG  . . 7.00 


Wise.  Residents  Add  3%  Sales  Tax 

Send  for  Free  Price  Lists  Issued  Peri¬ 
odically.  Featuring  Coins  of  the  World. 
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ANCIENT  ARTS 


We  specialize  in  Ancient, 
Medieval  and  Foreign  Coins 
and  Artifacts. 

GERMANY— SALZWEDEL 

ca  1350  AD. 

Silver  Bracteate  Penny 

Crude  Eagle . F-VF  $1.50 

Send  for  our  FREE  list. 

BRUCE  B.  BRAUN 

267  Springville  Ave. 

Buffalo,  New  York— 14226 


WANTED 

West  Indies  Coins 

1600-1880 

Tokens,  Regular  Issues  and  the 
Cut  and/or  Counter-stamped 
Spanish,  French,  British,  Dutch, 
and  United  States  used  in  the 
Caribbean  area. 

RAY  BYRNE 

Life  Member,  A.N.A.— A.N.S. 
701  N.  Negley  Ave. 
Pittsburgh  6,  Penna. 
Phone  (412)  441-0738 


Service . .  •  has  been  the  secret  of  our  suc¬ 
cess  ...  it  has  placed  us  at  the 
pinnacle  of  suppliers  of  all 
numismatic  accessories  that  are 
advertised. 

We  are  prompt  .  .  .  efficient! 
Every  Whitman  product ,  of  course! 
East  or  West  M.  MEGHRIG  &  SONS  Serves  You  Hest 

In  New  York  (10003):  239  Park  Avenue  South,  GRamercy  3-8150 
In  Los  Angeles  (90005)  :  525  South  Western  Avenue,  DUnkirk  8-9393 
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The  Proofing  Process 

by  Walter  Breen 
(Second  of  seven  parts) 


Beginning1  in  the  early  Eight¬ 
eenth  Century,  British  moneyers 
made  a  more  consistent  effort  to 
differentiate  proofs  from  business 
strikes.  Their  results  are  visible 
to  some  extent  on  the  pattern 
halfpence  and  farthings  of  Queen 
Anne,  and  to  a  much  greater  ex¬ 
tent  on  the  proof  1717  and  1729 


not  earlier  known  in  Britain,  and 
may  well  have  been  invented 
there.  The  earliest  specimens  I 
have  seen  showing  this  process 
in  a  high  degree  of  perfection  are 
pattern  halfpence  and  farthings 
of  Queen  Anne,  1713-14,  and  not 
all  of  those  show  it. 

Moreover,  beginning  in  the 


Peck  #726.  Pattern  *A>d  of  Anne. 


coppers  of  George  I  and  II,  as 
well  as  silver  and  gold  proofs  of 
the  period.  Portrait  punches  may 
or  may  not  differ  from  those  on 
regular  coins,  but  the  planchets 
are  generally '  enough  broader 
than  the  regular  ones  to  render 
visible  the  entire  dentilation  or 
oval  ornamentation,  whether  or 
not  it  enclosed  linear  circles.  In 
addition,  planchets  were  polished 
to  a  mirror  like  gloss  before 
striking,  and  the  working  dies 
u:  d  were  likewise  burnished, 
though  neither  practice  was  too 
consistent  even  on  frankly  pat¬ 
tern  issues.  If  such  burnishing  of 
dies  and  blanks  was  in  use  any¬ 
where  before,  I  have  been  unable 
to  learn  of  it;  at  any  rate,  it  was 


same  period,  copper  proofs  often 
show  file  marks  on  the  edges, 
where  some  irregularity  or  other 
had  to  be  removed  and  the  blanks 
given  a  proper  roundness.  This 
does  not  constitute  damage  to  the 
coin,  as  these  edge  file  marks 
were  definitely  inflicted  in  the 
Mint  and  most  probably  on  the 
blanks  before  striking.  As  the 
moneyers  were  supposed  to  use 
only  rolled  blanks  for  copper 
coins,  never  cast  blanks  (though 
in  practice  cast  blanks  were  com¬ 
mon  anyway),  just  what  irregu¬ 
larities  the  edge  filing  was  in¬ 
tended  to  correct  cannot  now  be 
determined  with  certainty.  My 
own  guesses:  (1)  either  the  com¬ 
mon  rounded  edges  on  cast  blanks 
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Queen  Anne  pattern  farthing. 


(like  the  edges  of  cookies)  were 
believed  unsatisfactory  for  proofs, 
or  (2)  some  irregularities  asso¬ 
ciated  with  punching  blanks  out 
of  the  rolled  copper  strips  had  to 
be  removed. 

During  the  same  period,  Mint 
workmen  under  the  illustrious  Sir 
Isaac  Newton,  F.R.S.,  Master  of 
the  Royal  Mint  from  Christmas 
1699  until  his  death  in  1727,  su¬ 
pervised  manufacture  of  William 
Wood’s  Irish  and  American  con¬ 
tract  coinages  in  Wood’s  two 
factories  at  Seven  Dials  (London) 
and  Bristol.  One  of  the  Royal 


viduals  forged,  turned  and  hard¬ 
ened  the  cylinders,  or  punched  the 
necessary  legends  into  them  after 
the  major  devices  were  hubbed 
in.  It  certainly  does  not  mean 
that  they  created  the  portrait 
puncheons.  Methods  of  manufac¬ 
turing  coins  then  in  use  at  the 
Royal  Mint  on  Tower  Hill  were 
imparted  by  the  officials  and 
workmen  to  Wood’s  employees  in 
order  to  insure  that  the  terms  of 
the  Royal  Warrants  would  be 
faithfully  carried  out. 

Not  surprisingly,  proofs  of 
regular  type,  patterns  in  proof, 


Peck  #771.  George 


I  pattern  */■•&. 


Mint  engravers  seems  to  have 
furnished  the  various  portrait 
puncheons  of  King  George  I  used 
on  these  coins,  as  well  as  the 
double  rose  and  crown  puncheons 
for  the  ROSA  AMERICANA 
coinages  and  the  various  seated 
figure  puncheons  for  Wood’s  Irish 
or  HIBERNIA  pieces.  The  com¬ 
mon  remark  that  the  dies  were 
“made”  by  Messrs.  Lammas, 
Standbroke  and  Harold  probably 
means  at  most  that  these  indi- 


and  some  few  pieces  de  caprice 
appeared  from  Wood’s  mints.  And 
these  proofs — now  among  the 
most  highly  prized  of  American 
Colonials— -bear  every  earmark  of 
having  been  made  by  the  same 
processes  in  use  at  the  Tower  Hill 
mint.  For  convenience  of  refer¬ 
ence  T  enumerate  them,  beginning 
with  Wood’s  ROSA  AMERI¬ 
CANA  coins: 

1.  (1722)  Undated  Twopence. 
Motto  not  on  label;  “very  fine 
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die.”  Bath  metal  (the  usual 
brassy  alloy  of  ROSA  AMERI¬ 
CANA  coins),  broad  flan,  per¬ 
fectly  struck  in  high  relief, 
altogether  unlike  the  double- 
struck  freak  illustrated  in  the 
Standard  Catalogue,  the  other 
one  on  a  lightweight  penny 
planchet,  or  the  enormous  rude 
copper  one  usually  called  the 
“Iron  Rosa  Americana,”  all  of 


No.  8—1724  Rosa 

which  have  the  same  reverse  and 
a  similar  obv.  to  the  present  pat¬ 
tern.  Two  known:  F.C.C.  Boyd 
estate,  Norweb  collection. 

2.  1722  Penny.  The  GEORGIVS/ 
VTILE  piece,  Nelson  4,  illus¬ 
trated  in  the  Standard  Catalogue, 
seems  to  have  originated  as  a 
proof  to  judge  by  its  unusually 
wide  borders  apd  edge;  but  the 
dies  were  set  apart  for  a  thicker 
planchet  (rendering  the  impres¬ 
sion  too  weak  on  the  king’s  por¬ 
trait),  and  the  coin  seems  to  have 
been  carried  around  as  a  pocket 
piece.  Copper,  155  grains.  Only 
one  known.  F.C.C.  Boyd  estate, 
ex  Ryder,  Nelson,  Crosby  sale, 
lot  13*13  (1883).  Reverse  only  pic¬ 
tured  in  the  Guidebook. 

3.  1722  Penny.  GEORGIUS. 
Rev.  VTILE,  identical  die  to  last. 
Very  long  thin  ribbons  from  back 
of  head,  pointing  down — these 
ribbons  twice  as  long  as  on  any 


of  the  regular  issue  pennies. 
Copper,  exceptionally  wide  flan. 
One  known.  Boyd  estate,  ex 
Crosby  1305. 

4.  1722  Halfpenny.  ROSA 
AMERI:  VTILE.  Bath  metal.  64 
grains.  Extremely  rare,  perhaps 
5  or  6  known.  At  least  one  of 
these  shows  unequivocal  evidence 
of  proof  status. 

5.  1722  Halfpenny.  Obv.  D:G: 


Americana  2d. 

REX.  Rev.  ROSA  AMERI: 
UTILE.  Bath  metal.  62  grs. 
Very  rare.  Portrait  punch  on  this 
same  as  on  No.  4,  differing  from 
that  on  the  regular  halfpennies; 
note  jowls,  shape  of  nose,  hair 
below  ear  and  to  left,  and  ribbons 
behind  head.  Very  likely  both 
Nos.  4  and  5  are  patterns,  but 
some  did  get  into  circulation,  as 
most  of  No.  5  are  worn.  At  least 
one  shows  evidence  of  proof 
status.  Wretched  alloy  which 
quickly  corroded;  planchets  usu¬ 
ally  defective  and  pitted. 

6.  1723  Halfpenny.  Crowned 
rose.  Type  of  regular  issue, 
GRATIA  REX.  Rev.  No  stop 
after  date,  as  usual.  Silver,  66 
grains.  Only  one  seen. 

7.  1723  Halfpenny.  Similar. 
GRATIA  :  REX.  Rev.  Smaller 
crown  than  on  adopted  issue; 
larger  motto  UTILE  DULCI;  co¬ 
lon  stop  after  date  1723:  unlike 
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any  other  Wood’s  coin.  Ap¬ 
parently  a  rejected  pattern.  Sil¬ 
ver,  70  grs.  Unique.  Boyd  estate. 

8.  1724  Twopence.  Different 
portrait  punch,  with  very  prom¬ 
inent  rounded  shoulder;  MA  in 
obv.  legend.  Bath  metal,  about  200 
grs.  3  or  4  known,  in  various 
states  of  preservation.  Borders 
on  at  least  one  of  them  indicate 
proof  status.  Pictured  in  Guide¬ 
book  and  Standard  Catalogue. 

9.  Same  dies.  Silver,  245  grs. 
Nelson  17a.  The  only  specimen 
seen  has  W  W  engraved  below 
bust,  VIII  JVNE  engraved  in  left 
rev.  field.  Worn;  apparently  once 
William  Wood’s  pocket  piece,  and 
supposed  to  have  been  struck 
June  8,  1724.  Ex  Murdoch  438 
(1903). 

10.  1724  Twopence.  Same  por¬ 
trait  punch  as  last.  Different  dies; 


YOUR  CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

Post  Office  regulations  prohibit 
the  forwarding  of  second  class 
mail.  To  insure  the  prompt  de¬ 
livery  of  your  magazine  please 
furnish  the  publishers  your 
change  of  address  before  you 
move.  For  the  March  issue, 
changes  of  address  must  reach 
WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC 
JOURNAL  before  February  10. 

Address  all  correspondence  to 
WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC 
JOURNAL,  1220  Mound  Avenue, 
Racine,  Wisconsin  53404. 


Twopence. 

obv.  with  M.  in  legend  instead  of 
MA,  and  letters  differently  spaced 
on  rev.  Bath  metal,  thin  flan,  150 
grs.  3  or  4  known,  one  silvered; 
rumored  to  exist  in  silver,  but  I 
have  not  seen  one  in  this  metal. 
Pictured  in  Standard  Catalogue. 

11.  1724/23  Penny.  Obv.  Similar 
to  regular  type,  but  D. GRATIA. 
Bath  metal.  Two  known,  wts.  93 
and  120  grs.  Pictured  in  Standard 
Catalogue;  reverse  pictured  also 
in  Guidebook. 

12.  1724/23  Penny.  Similar 

obv.,  different  portrait  punch, 
DEI  GRATIA  and  period  after  X. 
Rev.  As  last.  Bath  metal.  Two 
known,  wts.  120  and  128  grs. 

13.  1724/23  Penny.  As  last.  Sil¬ 
ver.  Unique. 

14.  1724/23  Penny.  Similar  obv., 
DEI  GRATIA  without  period 
after  X;  rev.  as  last.  Copper. 
Bushnell  221.  Said  also  to  exist 
in  Bath  metal  but  not  seen. 

15.  1724/23  Penny.  As  last.  Sil¬ 
ver.  Unique.  Ex  Parmelee  552, 
Bushnell  222,  Mickley  2333. 

10.  1733  Twopence.  Issued  by 
the  successors  to  Wood’s  patent, 
Wood  having  died  in  1730.  Child¬ 
ish  bust  left  of  George  II  in 
rounded  high  relief.  Rev.  Rose 
facing  partly  to  light,  in  ex¬ 
ceptionally  high  relief.  Copper. 
Three  known:  British  Museum, 
Boyd  estate,  Nor  web  collection; 
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one  other  reported  to  exist.  One 
of  the  most  beautiful  proofs  ever 
minted.  How  many  impressions 
were  necessary  to  get  this  design 
to  strike  up  perfectly  can  only  be 
guessed  —  perhaps  as  many  as 
five?  Beware  of  electrotypes, 
casts,  and  rubbed-down  examples 
of  the  Robinson  copy.  The  last 
named  is  in  low  relief,  with  the 
rose  facing  the,  wrong  way  and 
very  tall  narrow  letters  entirely 
unlike  the  genuine. 

17.  Obv.  as  last,  uniface.  Steel. 
Supposedly  6  known,  one  in  the 
British  Museum,  another  in  the 
Boyd  estate. 

Most  of  the  above  proofs,  ex¬ 
cept  for  the  silver  ones,  show 
edge  file  marks.  Some  nonproofs 
of  the  regular  ROSA  AMERI¬ 
CANA  types  also  show  edge 
filing,  and  it  is  much  less  care¬ 
fully  done;  the  explanation  seems 
to  be  that  edges  quickly  developed 
roughnesses  making  the  coins 
very  unpleasant  to  handle.  This 
was  a  peculiarity  of  Bath  metal; 
the  copper  coins  gave  no  such 
trouble. 

(To  be  continued) 


“Well,  that’s  what  you  get  for 
talking  hark  to  the  Witch  Doc¬ 
tor  .  . 


DENMARK 

1963  Marriage  Commemorative  BU 
only  $3.00 

FINLAND:  1963— 1-5-10-25-50  pennia 

BU  . 75? 

1964  new  l-markka  BU  only .  70? 

GUATEMALA:  1961-62  mixed  dates. 
1-5-10-25-50  centavos  BU,  gorgeous 
set  . $2.25 

PARAGUAY:  1953,  (25-28)  10-15-25- 
50?  BU  .  65? 

ST.  PIERRE  &  MIQUELON:  1948 
1-2  frs.  UNC  .  50? 

SIAM:  1957,  61  (82,83)  I  baht,  Com¬ 
memorative  and  regular  issue, 
both  UNC  . $1.10 

TARIM:  1898-1904  (I)  6  ch.  S  F-FF, 
just  . $2.95 

BIG,  COIN  CATALOG  only  .....  25? 

JOLIE  COINS 

Roslyn  Heights  New  York  11577 


Lee  and  Vi  Mason 

3112  Jenkins  Arcade 
Pittsburgh,  Penna.  15222 

Specializing 

in 

U  S.  Coins  &  Currency 

also 

Distributors  of 
Coin  Supplies 
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YES!  We  are  interested  in  Purchasing  Worthwhile  Numismatic  material  — 
particularly  Early  Silver  Dollars.  We  have  specialized  in  this  field  for  over 
Fifteen  Years.  We  are  also  constantly  purchasing  the  scarcer  Liberty  Seated, 
Morgan,  Peace  and  Trade  Dollars.  When  purchasing,  remember  us  on 
those  hard  to  get  dollars. 

We  are  also  seeking  consignments  of  ALL  nice  numismatic  material  for 
future  auction  sales.  Prompt  courteous  attention.  Fair  Terms. 

Please  call  us,  and  if  your  collection  warrants  we  will  travel  anywhere  to 
see  you!  So  why  not  drop  us  a  line  or  call  us. 


Many  thanks  for  taking  time  to  read  our  message. 

RENO  COIN  GALLERIES 


248  West  First  St.  Reno,  Nevada 

Phone:  329-8693  or  329-8694  Area  Code  702 


Don  Thompson  and  C.  C.  Ballard— Professional  Numismatists— A. N.A. 


Plain  States  Hobby  Dist. 

SOUTHWEST'S  LARGEST  COIN  SUPPLIER 
WHOLESALE  EXCLUSIVELY 
❖ 

Prompt  Service  On  All  Orders 
Complete  Whitman  Line 
❖ 

Send  for  Additional  information 
on  your  letterhead . 

1709  Dryden,  Suite  109  Medical  Towers 
Houston,  Texas 
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Silver  Certificates  of  Cuba  Made  by  the 
United  States  Bureau  of 
Engraving  and  Printing 

1934-1949 

by  Neil  Shafer 

In  the  years  following  the  Spanish- American  War  of  1898  and 
Cuba’s  beginning  as  an  independent  nation  in  1902,  the  economy  of 
the  island  nation  was  slowly  evolving  into  stability.  The  Great  Depres¬ 
sion  of  the  1930’s  hurt  Cuba  politically  as  well  as  economically,  and 
there  arose  considerable  unrest  and  agitation  among  various  factions. 
The  Cuban  people  were  in  urgent  need  of  some  assurance  that  the 
stability  of  their  government  could  be  maintained. 

The  money  in  circulation  since  independence  had  consisted  largely 
of  United  States  paper  currency  and  some  coinage  made  sporadically 
for  Cuba  since  1915.  The  Law  of  May  16,  1933  legalized  the  issuance 
of  Cuban  Silver  Certificates,  but  no  action  was  taken  on  this  author¬ 
ization  until  1934.  Relations  between  Cuba  and  the  United  States  had 
up  to  that  time  been  more  than  cordial,  and  it  was  only  natural  that 
the  Cuban  Government  would  turn  to  its  giant  northern  neighbor  for 
moral  support  in  its  plans  for  providing  a  new  paper  currency  to  be 
issued  in  its  own  name.  Accordingly,  on  April  14,  1934  M.  Marquez 
Sterling,  of  the  Embassy  of  Cuba,  wrote  to  Secretary  of  State  Cordell 
Hull  as  follows: 

“I  have  the  honor  to  state  to  Your  Excellency,  that  my  Government, 
by  Decree-Law  No.  93,  dated  March  2,  1934,  made  the  following  de¬ 
cision  : 

“Article  I.  There  is  hereby  decided  the  coining  of  TEN  MILLIONS 
OF  PESOS'  SILVER,  which  shall  have  the  fineness,  the  tolerance 
and  the  weight  established  in  the  Law  of  October  29,  1914,  each  coin 
being  stamped  with  its  weight,  degree  of  fineness  and  year  of  minting. 

“Article  II.  There  shall  be  taken  from  the  funds  of  the  National 
Treasury,  on  the  proper  occasion  and  in  the  amount  which  may  be 
required,  the  necessary  amount  in  notes  (billetes)  of  the  United  States 
of  America  for  purchase  of  the  silver,  costs  of  the  minting,  insurance 
and  transportation. 

“Article  III.  There  is  authorized  the  issue  of  silver  certificates  having 
a  total  value  of  TEN  MILLIONS  OF  PESOS,  of  the  following  types: 

(a)  Certificates  of  ONE  PESO  SILVER,  FIVE  MILLION  OF 
PESOS. 

(b)  Certificates  of  FIVE  PESOS  SILVER,  TWO  MILLION  FIVE 
HUNDRED  THOUSAND  (PESOS),  that  is  to  say,  150,000 
certificates. 
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(c)  Certificates  of  TEN  PESOS,  ONE  MILLION  FIVE  HUN¬ 
DRED  THOUSAND  PESOS,  that  is  to  say,  150,000  certifi¬ 
cates. 

(d)  Certificates  of  TWENTY  PESOS,  FIVE  HUNDRED  THOU¬ 
SAND  PESOS,  that  is  to  say,  25,000  certificates. 

(e)  Certificates  of  FIFTY  PESOS,  FIVE  HUNDRED  THOU¬ 
SAND  (PESOS),  that  is  to  say,  10,000  certificates. 

“My  Government  would  desire  that  the  certificates  mentioned  in 
Article  III,  transcribed  above,  be  made  by  the  Bureau  of  Engraving 
and  Printing  of  the  United  States,  and  for  this  reason  I  am  taking 
the  liberty  of  addressing  Your  Excellency  to  request  you  to  be  so 
kind  as  to  inform  me  as  to  whether  this  is  possible,  at  the  same 
time  advising  you  that  this  new  service  of  your  Government  will  be 
highly  appreciated  by  mine. 

(Signed)  M.  Marquez  Sterling.” 

There  was  a  brief  flurry  of  indecision  regarding  the  compliance 
by  the  Treasury  Department  with  the  Cuban  proposal  to  have  its 
paper  currency  made  by  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing.  How¬ 
ever,  on  April  23,  1934  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  Henry  Morgenthau 
gave  what  appears  to  be  the  initial  authorization  for  this  printing  in 
a  letter  to  Secretary  Hull,  as  follows: 

“.  .  .  Inasmuch  as  it  is  stated  in  the  letter  of  your  Department  that 
it  is  hoped  that  the  request  of  the  Cuban  Government  may  be  com¬ 
plied  with,  I  shall  authorize  the  Director  of  the  Bureau  of  Engraving 
and  Printing  to  prepare  the  necessary  engraved  stock  and  proceed 
with  the  printing  of  the  silver  certificates,  on  receipt  through  you 
from  the  Cuban  Government  of  the  necessary  specifications,  it  being 
understood  that  the  Cuban  Government  will  reimburse  the  Treasury 
for  the  cost  of  the  Engraved  work,  paper,  and  printing.  You  may 
advise  the  Cuban  Government  to  such  effect. 

“The  officials  of  this  Department  will  be  pleased  to  consult  with 
your  representatives  and  those  of  the  Cuban  Government  regarding 
specifications  and  other  arrangements  for  the  work.” 

As  persistent  rumors  began  to  appear  early  in  1934  that  the  Bureau 
of  Engraving  was  about  to  accept  the  job  of  printing  foreign  paper 
money,  there  were  immediate  objections  raised  by  some  of  the  private 
bank  note  concerns.  One  protest  sent  as  a  telegram  on  April  11,  1934 
is  indicative: 

“HON  ALVIN  W  HALL 

UNITED  STATES  BUREAU  OF  ENGRAVING  AND  PRINTING 
WASHINGTON  D  C  MY  DEAR  DIRECTOR  I  HOPE  THE  BU¬ 
REAU  WILL  NOT  UNDERTAKE  THE  MAKING  OF  CUBAN 
MONEY  WITH  OTHER  PLANTS  IDLE  IT  DON’T  LISTEN  JUST 
LIKE  ‘FAIR  COMPETITION’  REGARDS 

“OLIVER  A.  QUAYLE. 

“Quayle  and  Son  Corporation 
Bank  Note  Engraving  and  Printing 
Ninety  Broad  St.,  New  York” 
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Though  protests  such  as  this  may  have  had  some  ostensibly  legiti¬ 
mate  foundations  at  the  time,  the  Treasury  Department  did  not  take 
cognizance  of  them;  for  very  shortly  thereafter  the  order  to  print 
the  Cuban  currency  was  accepted  and  authorized  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  as  stated  before.  The  closest  thing  to  a  statement  of 
policy  regarding  the  printing  of  currency  for  foreign  governments 
was  contained  in  a  letter  of  October  20,  1947  written  by  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  John  W.  Snyder,  as  plans  were  being  made  for  the 
issue  of  Cuban  currency  which  appeared  dated  Series  of  1948. 

“Since . it  is  not  the  policy  of  the  Treasury  Department  to 

compete  with  private  industry  unless  such  so-called  competition  is  for 
the  best  interest  of  the  Government,  it  is  not  deemed  advisable  to  have 
the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing  produce  new  Cuban  currency 
plates  incorporating  a  change  in  design  as  well  as  make  printings 
from  such  plates  when  that  Government  may  engage  the  services  of 
a  private  bank  note  company  for  the  purpose.  The  original  engraving 
of  dies  and  plates  and  printing  of  Cuban  currency  in  1934  by  the 
Bureau  was  approved  by  the  Treasury  Department  because  of  the 
special  conditions  which  prevailed  at  that  time  which  made  it  pref¬ 
erable  to  have  the  United  States  Government  perform  this  service  for 
the  Cuban  Government.  The  subsequent  work  which  has  been  per¬ 
formed  since  then  has  been  projected  upon  the  principle  that  it  would 
seem  unreasonable  to  require  the  Cuban  Government  to  have  the 
services  performed  elsewhere,  until  such  time  as  there  was  a  major 
change  in  the  design  of  the  currency,  inasmuch  as  the  dies  and 
plates  in  the  custody  of  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing 
could  not  under  any  circumstances  be  released  for  use  by  an  outside 
concern  .  .  .” 

After  notification  of  the  Treasury  Department’s  acceptance  of  the 
Cuban  proposals,  photographs  and  specifications  were  immediately 
gathered  by  Cuban  officials  and  sent  to  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  for 
work  on  the  production  of  plates.  By  May  11,  1934  such  material  had 
been  received,  and  the  initial  stages  in  the  preparation  of  the  certifi¬ 
cates  were  begun  in  earnest.  To  further  inspire  public  confidence  in 
the  new  paper  money,  it  was  thought  advisable  to  deposit  an  amount 
of  silver  pesos  in  the  National  Treasury  equal  to  the  face  value  of  the 
Silver  Certificates  themselves.  Accordingly,  the  production  of  newly  de¬ 
signed  Cuban  peso  coins  to  be  stored  in  reserve  was  begun  at  Philadel¬ 
phia  late  in  1934.  This  coinage  was  continued  through  1939. 

The  Treasury  held  these  silver  pesos  in  the  Guarantee  Fund  as 
security  for  the  certificates  which  were  payable  in  silver  on  demand. 
Very  few  of  the  pesos  actually  saw  any  circulation,  and  most  were 
sold  as  bullion  in  1951. 


General  Information  Regarding  the  Appearance  and  Printing 
Of  The  Cuban  Silver  Certificates 

The  following  decisions  and  specifications  were  initiated  in  1934,  at 
the  inception  of  the  Cuban  paper  currency,  and  were  in  effect  through 
the  last  issue  which  took  place  in  1949: 
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a.  Size:  To  approximate  the  standard  U.S.  dimensions,  averaging 

2%  x  6%  inches. 

b.  Paper:  Distinctive  from  U.S.  issues  only  in  that  it  contains  red 

fibers  only,  and  no  blue  fibers.  The  manufacturer  is  the  same, 
Crane  and  Company  of  Dalton,  Massachusetts,  and  the  com¬ 
position  is  75%  linen,  25%  cotton. 

c.  Seals  and  Serial  Numbers:  These  are  printed  in  red  on  all  issues 

and  denominations. 

d.  Subjects  per  sheet:  The  notes  are  printed  in  sheets  of  12  subjects. 

e.  Serial  Numbering  Scheme:  Serial  numbers  will  consist  of  six 

digits  and  have  a  prefix  and  suffix  letter.  They  will  run  in 
units  of  one  million  before  the  prefix  letter  is  changed.  (The 
millionth  note  will  have  seven  digits.)  The  prefix  and  suffix 
letters  for  the  first  million  of  each  denomination  will  be  A ;  for 
the  second  million  the  prefix  will  be  B  and  suffix  A,  and  so  on 
until  all  letters  except  0  have  been  used  as  prefixes.  If  addi¬ 
tional  numbers  are  needed,  the  suffix  letter  will  be  changed  to 
B  and  all  the  letters  of  the  alphabet  (except  0)  will  be  em¬ 
ployed  as  before. 

f.  Replacement  Notes:  When  a  mutilated  note  is  found  after  the 

numbering  operation,  it  will  be  removed,  canceled,  destroyed  and 
replaced  by  a  perfect  one  bearing  the  same  number. 

g.  Signatures  on  the  notes: 

There  are  two  facsimile  signatures  found  on  Cuban  Silver 
Certificates. 

At  the  left  the  Secretary  of  Finance  (Secretario  or  Ministro 
de  Hacienda)  appears  and  certain  specific  articles  or  laws  of 
authorization  for  the  issues  of  notes  may  appear  underneath 
his  signature.  On  the  right  is  the  signature  of  the  President 
of  the  Republic. 


SERIES  OF  1934 
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Signatures:  M.  Despaigne*  Carlos  Mendieta 

Secretario  de  Hacienda  Presidente  de  la  Reptiblica 


Color 

Serial 

Notes 

Dates  of 

Denomination 

Description 

Face 

Back 

Numbers 

Delivered 

Delivery 

ONE  PESO 

Portrait  of 

Black 

Blue 

A000001A 

6,000,000 

Jan. 

23,  1935 

Jose  Marti 

Blue  Tint 

F 1000000 A 

Oct. 

10,  1935 

FIVE  PESOS 

Portrait  of 

Black 

Red 

A 000001 A 

1,500,000 

Jan. 

23,  1935 

Maximo  Gomez 

Red  Tint 

B500000A 

Oct. 

12,  1935 

TEN  PESOS 

Portrait  of  Carlos 
Manuel  de 

Black 

Brown 

A000001A 

300,000 

Mar. 

6,  1935 

Cespedes 

Brown  Tint 

A 3 00000 A 

Oct. 

3,  1935 

TWENTY  PESOS 

Portrait  of 

Black 

Olive 

A000001A 

100,000 

Mar. 

20,  1935 

Antonio  Maceo 

Olive  Tint 

A100000A 

Oct. 

12,  1935 

FIFTY  PESOS 

Portrait  of  Calixto 

Black 

Orange 

A000001A 

30,000 

Apr. 

18,  1935 

Garcia  Iniguez 

Orange  Tint 

A030000A 

Oct. 

12,  1935 

All  backs  for  all  issues  1934-1949  (except  for  the  100  Pesos  Notes) 
have  the  Coat-of-Arms  of  Cuba  as  the  central  motif  surrounded  by- 
various  ornamental  designs  and  borders.  Below  appears  the  silver 
redemption  clause.  Under  the  lower  border  are  the  words  UNITED 
STATES  BUREAU  OF  ENGRAVING  AND  PRINTING. 


*Plates  for  the  One  and  Five  Pesos  notes  were  first  prepared  with  the  signatures  of 
Gabriel  Landa  as  Secretario  de  Hacienda.  An  order  came  in  to  change  this  signature  to 
M.  Despaigne,  and  the  change  was  effected  in  December,  1934  on  all  plates  for  the 
entire  Series  of  1934  issue.  There  had  been  a  small  amount  of  One  and  Five  Pesos 
notes  printed  with  Landa’s  signature  before  the  change  was  requested  (82,224  One 
Peso  notes  and  14,400  Five  Pesos  notes),  but  these  were  not  issued.  They  were  discarded 
and  the  entire  issue  reprinted  with  the  new  signature. 

Proof  impressions  of  plates  with  Landa’s  signature  exist  in  the  Bureau  of  Engraving. 

The  first  25  sheets  of  the  One  Peso  notes  were  withheld  and  delivered 
uncut.  The  first  five  sheets  of  the  Five,  Ten,  Twenty  and  Fifty  Pesos 
were  similarly  delivered  to  be  signed  personally  by  M.  Despaigne, 
Secretario  de  Hacienda,  presumably  to  be  used  for  presentation  pur¬ 
poses. 
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SERIES  OF  1936 


Signatures: 


Denomination 


Ricardo  Ponce 
Secretario  de  Hacienda 

Color 

Description  Face  Back 


J.  A.  Barnet 

Presidente  de  la  Republica 

Serial  Notes 

Numbers  Delivered 


Dates  of 
Delivery 


ONE  PESO 

Same  as  1934 

Same  as  1934 

A000091A 

A 1000000 A 

1,000,000 

May 

11, 

1936 

FIVE  PESOS 

II 

II 

A000001A 

A 1000000 A 

1,000,000 

May 

May 

4, 

11, 

1936 

1936 

TEN  PESOS 

It 

II 

A000001A 

A 150000 A 

150,000 

May 

May 

4, 

11, 

1936 

1936 

TWENTY  PESOS 

it 

(C 

A 000001 A 
A075000A 

75,000 

May 

11, 

1936 

FIFTY  PESOS 

II 

II 

A000001A 

A020000A 

20,000 

May 

May 

4, 

11, 

1936 

1936 

Signatures: 

Wolter  Del  Rio 

and 

M.  M.  Gomez 

ONE  HUNDRED 
PESOS* 

Portrait  of  Francisco 
Vicente  Aguilera 

Black  Purple 
Purple  Tint 

A 000001 A 
A050000A 

50,000 

May 

13, 

1937 

Reverse  design:  Coat-of-Arms  in  center,  view  of  the  Capitol  on  the  left  (Capitolio),  view  of  the  Cathedral 
on  the  right  (Plaza  de  la  Catedral). 

*The  100  Pesos  denomination  was  felt  to  be  a  necessai’y  addition  to  the  Cuban  series, 
and  it  was  prepared  in  1936.  Unfortunately,  it  was  not  ready  in  time  for  the  first 
Series  of  1936  issues,  signed  by  Ponce  and  Barnet.  It  was  ready,  however,  to  be  made 
after  the  two  signatures  had  been  changed  to  del  Rio  and  Gomez  which  appear  on  notes 
from  One  to  Fifty  Pesos  as  Series  of  1936  A.  Since  no  100  Pesos  notes  were  made  with 
signatures  of  Ponce  and  Barnet,  those  that  were  issued  bore  only  the  Series  of  1936 
designation,  though  bearing  the  second  signature  combination  of  del  Rio  and  Gomez. 


SERIES  OF  1936  A 

In  August  of  1936,  another  order  for  Cuban  Currency  was  received 
at  the  Bureau  of  Engraving.  Both  signatures  as  used  on  the  Series 
of  1936  were  to  be  changed;  therefore  the  series  designation  was  also 
changed  to  1936  A. 


Signatures: 


Wolter  del  Rio  M.  M.  Gomez 

Secretario  de  Hacienda  Presidente  de  la  Republica 


Color  Serial  Notes  Dates  of 


Denomination 

Description 

Face  Back 

Numbers 

Delivered 

Delivery 

ONE  PESO 

Same  as  1934 

Same  as  1934 

B000001 A 

D 1000000 A 

3,000,000 

Oct. 

Jan. 

15,  1936 
4,  1937 

FIVE  PESOS 

II 

II 

B00000 1 A 
B900000A 

900,000 

Oct. 

Dec. 

15,  1936 
7,  1936 

TEN  PESOS 

II 

II 

A 150001 A 

A 400000 A 

250.000 

Oct. 

Dec. 

15,  1936 
21,  1936 

TWENTY  PESOS 

II 

II 

A075001A 

A  200000A 

125,000 

Oct. 

Dec. 

15,  1936 
7,  1936 

FIFTY  PESOS 

II 

II 

A020001A 

A070000A 

50,000 

Oct. 

Dec. 

15,  1936 
7,  1936 
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SERIES  OF  1938 


The  next  order  for  Cuban  Silver  Certificates  was  received  in  1938. 
Both  signatures  were  to  be  changed,  and  the  new  date  designation 
became  Series  of  1938. 

Signatures:  M.  Giminez  Larrier  Federico  Laredo 

Secretario  de  Hacienda  Presidente  de  la  Republica 


Color  Serial  Notes  Dates  of 

Denomination  Description  Face  Back  Numbers  Delivered  Delivery 


ONE  PESO 

Sfome 

as 

1934 

Same 

as 

1934 

A 000001 A 

11,864,000 

Oct. 

27, 

1938 

L864000A 

Oct. 

30, 

1942 

FIVE  PESOS 

*( 

A000001A 

4,808,000 

Sept. 

29, 

1938 

E808000A 

Oct. 

30, 

1942 

TEN  PESOS 

<( 

<( 

A 000001 A 

1,336,000 

Dec. 

15, 

1938 

B336000A 

Oct. 

30, 

1942 

TWENTY  PESOS 

«( 

(c 

A 000001 A 

700,000 

Oct. 

13, 

1938 

A700000A 

Oct. 

30, 

1942 

FIFTY  PESOS 

u 

<< 

A000001 A 

200,000 

Sept. 

8, 

1938 

A 200000 A 

May 

29, 

1942 

ONE  HUNDRED 

Same 

as 

1936 

Same 

as 

1936 

A000001 A 

120,000 

Sept. 

8. 

1938 

PESOS 

A 1 20000A 

May 

29, 

1942 

SERIES  OF  1943 

Issues  of  1943  and  later  were  backed  by  $100  million  in  gold  sold  to 
Cuba  by  the  United  States.  The  Series  of  1943  notes  had  changes  in 
both  signatures  from  the  previous  issues,  and  the  title  of  “Secretario” 
was  replaced  by  “Ministro.” 


Signatures:  E.  I.  Montoulieu  Fulgencio  Batista 

Ministro  de  Hacienda  Presidente  de  la  Republica 


• 

Denomination 

Description 

Color 

Face  Back 

Serial 

Numbers 

Notes 

Delivered 

Dates  of 
Delivery 

ONE  PESO 

Same  as  1934 

Same  as  1934 

A000001A 

H125200A 

7,125,200 

Nov.  11,  1943 
June  22,  1944 

FIVE  PESOS 

ii 

it 

A000001 A 
D174800A 

3,174,800 

ii 

ii 

TEN  PESOS 

ii 

ii 

A000001 A 
B615200A 

1,615,200 

it 

it 

TWENTY  PESOS 

it 

ii 

A 000001 A 
A762000A 

762,000 

it 

ii 

FIFTY  PESOS 

ii 

it 

A 000001 A 
A289600A 

289,600 

ii 

ii 

ONE  HUNDRED 
PESOS 
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A 000001 A 
A198800A 

1965 

198,800 

ii 

ii 
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SERIES  OF  1945 

The  Series  of  1945  issue  makes  an  important  departure  from  any  of 
the  previous  Cuban  issues.  The  serial  numbers  continue  exactly  from 
the  last  numbers  used  for  the  Series  of  1943  notes.  Signatures  were 
also  changed  from  1943  issues. 


i. 


Courtesy  Dr.  Walter  M.  Loeb 


Signatures: 

M.  F.  Supervielle 

Ministro  de  Hacienda 

R.  Grau 

Presidente  de  la  Republica 

Denomination 

Description 

Color 

Face  Back 

Serial 

Numbers 

Notes 

Delivered 

Dates  of 
Delivery 

ONE  PESO 

Same  as  1934 

Same  as  1934 

HI  25201 A 
M882400A 

5,757,200 

Oct.  3,  1945 

FIVE  PESOS 

«( 

<( 

D 174801 A 
HI  20000 A 

3,945,200 

(( 

TEN  PESOS 

«( 

it 

B615201 A 
D584000A 

1,968,800 

(t 

TWENTY  PESOS 

(( 

A762001A 

C008000A 

1,246,000 

Ci 

FIFTY  PESOS 

— 

— 

Two  Plates 
notes  made 
the  Bureau 

approved  July  24,  1945.  No 
Proof  impressions  exist  in 
of  Engraving. 

ONE  HUNDRED 
PESOS 

Same  as  1936 

Same  as  1936 

A 198801 A 
A512000A 

313,200 

Oct.  3,  1945 
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SERIES  OF  1948 

Serial  numbers  used  for  issues  of  1948  continue  from  the  1945  notes. 
Numbers  used  on  the  Fifty  Pesos  notes  continue  from  the  Series  of 
1943  issue,  since  no  notes  of  this  denomination  were  made  in  1945. 
There  was  one  signature  change,  that  of  the  Ministro  de  Hacienda, 
for  the  1948  series. 


Signatures: 

Ing.  Moreno 
Ministro  de 

Hacienda 

R.  Grau 

Presidente  de  la  Republica 

Denomination 

Description 

Color 

Face  Back 

Serial 

Numbers 

Notes 

Delivered 

Dates  of 
Delivery 

ONE  PESO 

Same  as  1934 

Same  as  1934 

M882401A 

X888000A 

10,005,600 

June 

Aug. 

14,  1948 
18,  1948 

FIVE  PESOS 

(( 

it 

HI  20001 A 
J116000A 

1,996,000 

Aug. 

18,  1948 

TEN  PESOS 

(( 

it 

D584001A 

F075600A 

1,491,600 

tl 

TWENTY  PESOS 

it 

«( 

C008001A 

C516000A 

508,000 

it 

FIFTY  PESOS 

a 

it 

A289601A 

A704000A 

414,400 

<t 

ONE  HUNDRED 
PESOS 

Same  as  1936 

Same  as  1936 

A5 12001 A 
A720000A 

208,000 

Ci 

SERIES  OF  1949 

The  Law  of  December  23,  1948  established  the  National  Bank  of 
Cuba.  This  Bank  was  given  the  exclusive  power  to  issue  bank  notes 
guaranteed  to  the  extent  of  25%  by  gold  and  foreign  exchange.  Until 
the  Bank  could  arrange  to  issue  notes  under  its  authority,  there  was 
an  order  placed  with  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  to  print  One  and  Five 
Pesos  notes  only.  This  last  order  was  authorized  by  Decree  No.  716 
of  February  21,  1949. 

The  Series  of  1949  Silver  Certificates  ended  the  era  of  Cuban  paper 
money  produced  by  the  Bureau  of  Engraving.  Later  the  same  year  the 
National  Bank  of  Cuba  was  able  to  issue  notes,  also  series  dated  1949. 
These  were  ‘printed  by  the  American  Bank  Note  Company. 
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There  were  two  signature  changes  effected  on  the  Silver  Certificates, 
Series  of  1949.  Serial  numbers  were  continued  from  the  1948  issues. 


Signatures:  Antonio  Prio  Socarras  Carlos  Prio  Socarras 

Ministro  de  Hacienda  Presidente  de  la  Repullica 


Denomination 

Description 

Color 

Face  Back 

Serial 

Numbers 

Notes 

Delivered 

Dates  of 
Delivery 

ONE  PESO 

Same  as  1934 

Same  as  1934 

X888001 A 
C856000B 

4,968,000 

Aug.  5,  1949 
Sept.  2,  1949 

FIVE  PESOS 

<( 

It 

J 1 1 600 1 A 
L088000A 

1,972,000 

Sept.  2,  1949 

Is  Buying 
and  Selling 


Brilliant  Uncirculated 


UNITED  STATES 
COMMEMORATIVE  COINS 


Silver  and  Gold 

Write  for  Price  List 

HY  BROWN 

18  North  State  St.,  Painesville,  Ohio  44077 
Area  Code  216-357-5544 
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by  J.E.  CHARLTON 


At  the  commencement  of  a  new 
year  it  is  customary  to  review 
highlights  of  the  previous  twelve 
months.  For  those  interested  in 
Canadian  numismatics  it  was  a 
very  active  and  progressive  year 
with  numerous  highly  important 
events. 

Of  outstanding  importance  was 
the  Canadian  Numismatic  Associ¬ 
ation  Convention  in  Halifax  where 
many  new  records  were  estab¬ 
lished  despite  the  distance  of  this 
city  from  the  large  centers  of 
population.  Other  large  coin  shows 
and  conventions  included  the  On¬ 
tario  Numismatic  Association 
Convention  in  Ottawa,  TOREX  in 
Toronto  plus  those  in  Montreal, 


Winnipeg,  Calgary,  Edmonton, 
Regina  and  Vancouver. 

Canadian  dealers  and  collectors 
and  Canadian  numismatic  mate¬ 
rial  were  prominently  represented 
at  many  of  the  major  U.S.  con¬ 
ventions  and  coin  shows.  I  can  say 
this  from  my  own  observation  at 
the  A.N.A.  Convention  in  Cleve¬ 
land  and  other  important  coin 
shows  in  Los  Angeles,  Boston, 
Kansas  City,  Clearwater,  Buffalo, 
and  elsewhere. 

Marketwise  it  was  also  a  good 
year  for  Canadian  numismatics. 
Most  of  the  better  grade  coins  ap¬ 
preciated  in  value  and  I  am  listing 
a  few  of  the  outstanding  price 
changes  from  a  year  ago. 


Year 

Proof-like  Sets 

Proof-like  Dollars 

1958 

60.00 

up  20.00 

40.00 

up 

20.00 

1959 

38.00 

up  15.00 

28.00 

up 

12.00 

1960 

27.00 

up  12.00 

17.00 

up 

10.00 

1961 

24.00 

up  14.00 

15.00 

up 

8.00 

1962 

16.00 

up  9.75 

12.00 

up 

8.00 

1963 

11.00 

up  7.25 

9.00 

up 

7.00 

1964 

9.25 

up  5.25 

6.50 

up 

4.50 

Rolls  of  B.U.  Cents 

B.U.  Nickels  Singles 

1954 

175.00  up 

25.00  1937 

20.00 

up 

5.00 

1960 

5.25  up 

1.75  1938 

100.00 

up 

60.00 

1962 

2.50  up 

1.40  1939 

50.00 

up 

25.00 

1941 

35.00 

up 

17.00 

B.U.  Commemorative 

1953 

strap 

10.00 

up 

4.50 

Silver  Dollars 

1954 

9.00 

up 

2.00 

1959 

.80 

up 

.45 

1935 

32.00  up 

10.00  1960 

.45 

up 

.25 

1939 

20.00  up 

11.00  1961 

.35 

up 

.20 

1949 

19.00  up 

10.00  1962 

.25 

up 

.10 

1958 

7.50  up 

4.50  1963 

.20 

up 

.10 
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Foreign  Coins  Struck 
At  United  States  Mints 


By  Charles  G.  Altz  and  E.  H.  Barton 


Continued  from  December  Issue 
SURINAM — Continued 

Y44  25  Cents,  silver 

1941  P  and  palm 

tree  300,000* 

1942  P  and  palm 

tree  300,000 

1943  P  and  palm 

tree  2,000,000* 

Composition:  .640  silver,  .360  cop¬ 

per. 

*The  same  coin  was  also  made  for 
Curacao. 

All  coins  except  the  5  cents  of 
1943  have  the  U.S.  mint  mark  as  a 
letter  and  palm  tree. 


COMING 
NEXT  MONTH: 

the  first  installment  of  a 
series  on  the  monarchs  of 
England,  plus  timely  ar¬ 
ticles  by— 

•  Ted  N.  Weissbuch 

•  Walter  Breen 

•  Nick  Parker 

•  Carlo  Valdettaro 

•  Esper  Fitz 

Subscribe  Now! 


SYRIA 


Y15  25  Piastres,  silver 

1947—1366  (P)  4,000,000 

Y16  50  Piastres,  silver 

1947—1366  (P)  3,000,000 

Composition:  .900  silver,  .100  cop¬ 
per. 

Both  the  25  and  50  Piastres  were 
struck  in  1948;  all  are  dated  1947. 


Y18  V2  Pound,  gold 

1950—1369  (P)  100,000 

Y19  1  Pound,  gold 

1950—1369  (P)  250,000 

Composition:  .900  gold,  .100  cop¬ 
per. 

Both  the  V2  and  1  Pound  gold 
coins  were  struck  in  1951;  all  are 
dated  1950. 

Coins  for  Syria  made  in  U.S. 
mints  carry  two  dates,  represent¬ 
ing  the  A.D.  and  A.H.  calendars. 
Both  dates  are  in  Arabic  script. 
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VENEZUELA 

Coins  inscribed  “ESTADOS 
UNIDOS  DE  VENEZUELA” 


Y25  1  Centavo, 

1876  (P)  1 

1877  (P)  } 


copper-nickel 

10,000,000 


2,000,000 


Y26  214  Centavos,  copper-nickel 

1876  (P)  1 

1877  (P)  ] 

Composition:  copper,  nickel,  and 
zinc.  Specific  percentages  not 
known. 

The  two  coins  of  1876  consti¬ 
tute  the  very  first  regular  issue  of 
coins  made  in  a  U.S.  mint  for  a 
foreign  government.  Both  denomi¬ 
nations  exist  dated  1876  and  1877. 
The  breakdown  of  the  number  of 
pieces  coined  with  each  date  is  not 
given  in  U.S.  mint  reports,  as  all 
were  reported  in  fiscal  year  1877. 


Y27  5  Centimos,  copper-nickel 

1915  (P)  2,000,000 

1921  (P)  2,000,000 


1925 

1927 

1929 

1936 

1938 


(P) 

(P) 

(P) 

(P) 

(P) 


2,000,000 

2,000,000 

2,000,000 

5,000,000 

6,000,000 


Y28  1214  Centimos,  copper-nickel 
1925  (P)  800,000 

1927  (P)  800,000 

1929  (P)  800,000 

1936  (P)  1,200,000 

1938  (P)  1,600,000 

On  the  following  gold  and  silver 
coins  of  Venezuela,  the  denomina¬ 
tion  is  shown  as  the  weight  of  the 
coin  only  and  is  as  follows: 


14 

Bolivar 

1.25  Gr.  silver 

% 

Bolivar 

2.5 

Gr.  silver 

1 

Bolivar 

5. 

Gr.  silver 

2 

Bolivares 

10. 

Gr.  silver 

5 

Bolivares 

25. 

Gr.  silver 

10 

Bolivares 

3.2258  Gr.  gold 

Y20  14  Bolivar,  silver 

1903  (P)  400,000 

1919  (r)  400,000 

1921  (P)  800,000 


THE  WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC  JOURNAL,  FEBRUARY,  1965 


PAGE  141 


Y21 


Y22 


Y23 


Y24 


1924 

(P) 

400,000 

1929 

(P) 

1,200,000 

1935 

(P) 

3,400,000 

1936 

(P) 

2,800,000 

1944 

(D) 

1,800,000 

1945 

(P) 

8,000,000 

1946 

(P) 

8,000,000 

1948 

(S) 

8,637,944 

y2 

Bolivar,  silver 

1903 

(P) 

200,000 

1919 

(P) 

400,000 

1921 

(P) 

600,000 

1924 

(P) 

800,000 

1929 

(P) 

400,000 

1935 

(P) 

1,000,000 

1936 

(P) 

600,000 

1  Bolivar,  silver 


1903 

(P) 

800,000 

1919 

(P) 

1,000,000 

1921 

(P) 

1,000,000 

1924 

(P) 

1,500,000 

1926 

(P) 

1,000,000 

1929 

(P) 

2,500,000 

1935 

(P) 

6,000,000 

1936 

(P) 

4,000,000 

2  Bolivares, 

silver 

1902 

(P) 

250,000 

1903 

(P) 

500,000 

1919 

(P) 

1,000,000 

1922 

(P) 

1,000,000 

1924 

(P) 

1,250,000 

1926 

(P) 

1,000,000 

1929 

(P) 

1,500,000 

1930 

(P) 

425,000 

1935 

(P) 

3,000,000 

1936 

(P) 

2,500,000 

5  Bolivares, 

silver 

1902 

(P) 

300,000 

1903 

(P) 

400,000 

1919 

(P) 

400,000 

1921 

(P) 

500,000 

1924 

(P) 

500,000 

1926 

(P) 

800,000 

1929 

(P) 

800,000 

1935 

(P) 

1,600,000 

1936 

(P) 

2,000,000 
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Y31  10  Bolivares,  gold 

1930  (P) 


500,000 


Y29  5  Centimos,  brass 

1944  (D)  4,000,000 

Y30  1214  Centimos,  brass 

1944  (D)  800,000 

Composition:  5  and  1214  Centimos 
of  1944:  .700  copper,  .300  zinc. 
Y29a  5  Centimos,  copper-nickel 

1945  (P)  12,000,000 

1946  (P)  12,000,000 

1948  (S)  18,000,000 

Y30a  1214  Centimos,  copper- 
nickel 

1945  (P)  11,200,000 

1946  (P)  9,200,000 

1948  (S)  6,000,000 


Y21a  14  Bolivar,  silver 

1944  (D)  500,000 
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1945  (P)  4,500,000 

1946  (P)  2,500,000 

Y22a  1  Bolivar,  silver 

1945  (P)  8,000,000 

Y23a  2  Bolivares,  silver 

1945  (P)  3,000,000 

Coins  inscribed  “REPUBLICA 
DE  VENEZUELA” 


Y38  5  Centimos,  copper-nickel 

1958  (P)  25,000,000 

Y39  1214  Centimos,  copper- 

nickel 

1958  (P)  10,000,000 


Y35  25  Centimos,  silver 

1954  (P)  36,000,000 

Y36  50  Centimos,  silver 

1954  (P)  15,000,000 

Y37  1  Bolivar,  sjlver 

1954  (P)  13,500,000 

Composition:  All  copper-nickel 
coins  beginning  with  1915:  .750 
copper,  .250  nickel. 

All  silver  coins  except  the  5 
Bolivares:  .835  silver,  .165  copper. 

5  Bolivares:  .900  silver,  .100 

copper. 

10  Bolivares,  .900  gold. 

Most  of  the  coins  made  for 
Venezuela  were  not  dated  the  ac¬ 
tual  year  in  which  they  were  made 
or  reported. 

All  coins  dated  1902  appear  in 
the  U.S.  mint  report  of  1903. 


All  coins  dated  1903  appear  in 
the  U.S.  mint  report  of  1904. 

The  14,  V2,  1  and  5  Bolivares 
dated  1921  appear  in  the  U.S. 
mint  report  of  1922. 

Part  of  the  total  mintage  of  the 
14  and  1  Bolivar,  and  all  the  mint¬ 
age  of  the  5  Bolivares  dated  1936, 
appears  in  the  U.S.  mint  report 
of  1937. 

All  coins  dated  1944  appear  in 
the  U.S.  mint  report  of  1945. 

The  5,  1214  Centimos,  14  and 
14  Bolivar  dated  1945  were  struck 
in  1946.  The  1  and  2  Bolivares 
dated  1945  were  struck  in  1947. 

All  coins  dated  1946  were  struck 
in  1947. 

All  coins  dated  1948  were  struck 
in  1949. 

All  coins  dated  1954  were  struck 
in  1955. 

All  coins  dated  1958  were  struck 
in  1959. 

(To  be  concluded) 


EXCELLENT 

INVESTMENT 

1947-S  Gen.  MacArthur 
Commemorative  Set 

Consisting  of  the  Peso  &  Half  Peso 
Silver  Coins,  BU 

Only  100,000  sets  issued,  and  many 
of  them  have  been  melted  by  the 
Philippine  Government  .... 

ONLY  $8.50  per  set 

(in  lucite  holders) 

10  sets  only  $82.50 

CARL  CURCIO 

(ANA  95645) 

P.O.  Box  ll-WJ 
Middle  Village,  N.Y.  (11379) 
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Serving  ALL  your  coin  and  currency  needs  .  .  . 

YOUR  DEPARTMENT  STORE 


SEE  one  of  the  largest  and  most  varied  stocks  of  coins  and 
supplies  to  be  found  in  your  area. 

SEE  an  extensive  stock  of  U.S.,  foreign  and  ancient  coins  from 
all  periods  of  time  and  in  all  metals 

SEE  a  complete  stock  of  books,  albums,  medals  and  acces¬ 
sories 

ENJOY  the  convenience  of  Charge  Account  privileges  .  .  .  mail 
and  phone  shopping  (with  complete  confidence)  .  .  .  Want  List 
service  .  .  .  and  a  host  of  other  personal  services 


Your  complete  satisfaction  is  Always  Guaranteed! 


Shop  for  your  Coins  and  Coin  Supplies 
at  these  fine  Department  Stores: 


Atlanta 

Rich's 

Baltimore 
Hutzler's 
Beverly  Hills 
J.  W.  Robinson 
Boston 

Jordan  Marsh 

Buffalo 

Adam,  Meldrum  & 
Anderson 
Chevy  Chase 
Woodward  &  Lothrop 
Chicago 

Marshall  Field 


Columbus 

F.  &  R.  Lazarus 
Denver 

May-D  &  F 

Detroit 

J.  L.  Hudson 
Hartford 

G.  Fox  &  Co. 
Houston 

Foley's 
Los  Angeles 
J.  W.  Robinson 

Louisville 

Stewart's 


Cincinnati 

H.  &  S.  Pogue  Co. 
Cleveland 

Higbee  Company 


Milwaukee 

Gimbels 
New  Orleans 

Maison  Blanche 


New  York 

Gimbels 

Omaha 

Brandeis 

Panorama  City 

J.  W.  Robinson 

Paramus 

Gimbels 

Pasadena 

J.  W.  Robinson 

Philadelphia 

Gimbels 

Pittsburgh 

Kaufmann's 

Portland 

Meier  &  Frank 

Richmond 

Thalhimers 


St.  Louis 

Famous-Barr 

San  Antonio 

Joske's 

San  Diego 

May  Co. 

S'm  Francisco 
The  Emporium 

San  Mateo 

The  Emporium 

Seattle 

The  Bon  Marche 
Skokie 

Marshall  Field 

Washington,  D.C. 

Woodward  &  Lothrop 
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SUPER  VATICAN  SETS 

Each  with  100  Lire  Gold,  Choice  Brill.  Unc.  *lndicates  in  Box,  otherwise 
in  Official  card  holder.  Limit  2  sets  each. 


ius  XI  Set  (9)  ... .  175.00 

1932  Just  100  L  Gold  Write 

1933/34  100  L  Gold  only .  145.00 

1936  Set  (9)*  .  175.00 

1939  Set  (9)  Pius  XII*  .  350.00 

1940  Set  (9)*  .  250.00 

1941  Set  (9)*  .  250.00 

1942  to  1946  Sets  Wanted  Write 

1947  Set  (5)  .  225.00 

1948  Set  (5)  .  145.00 

1949  Set  (5)  .  250.00 


Write  for  Prices  on 


1950 

Holy 

'  Year  Se 

t  (5) 

195.00 

1951 

Set 

(5). 

New 

designs . 

300.00 

1952 

Set 

(5) 

300.00 

1953 

Set 

(5) 

325.00 

1954 

100 

L  G 

old  only . . 

350.00 

1955- 

1956 

Sets 

.  Wai 

nted — 

Write 

1957 

Set 

(8) 

185.00 

1958 

Set 

(9). 

Last 

of  Pius  XII 

an< 

d  only  set 

with 

500L  silver.. 

175.00 

1959 

Set 

(9). 

John 

XXIII 

485.00 

n  Sets  without  Gold. 


CANADIAN  COINS 


Coins  at  Prices  (U.  S.  Funds)  you'll  like.  All  Subject  to  Prior  sale. 
GEM  PROOF-LI KE  SETS 


1954  $195.00;  1955  $195.00;  1956 

$90.00;  1957  65.00;  1958  62.50;  1959 
37.50;  I960  27.50;  1961  25.00;  1962 
17.50;  1963  12.00;  1964  9.75. 

1956-1964.  The  Nine  sets  (limit  I)  335.00 
WANTED — 1965  Proof-like  sets.  Order  5  sets 
from  the  Canada  Mint  at  once.  Keep  I  set 
and  sell  other  4  to  Bebee's  at  a  Big  Profit. 
Write  for  offer. 


GEM  PROOF-LIKE  DOLLARS 

1958  (BU,  not  Pf-like  $8.50)  47.50; 

1959  28.00;  I960  17.50;  1961  16.50; 

1962  13.50;  1963  9.75;  1964  6.75; 

1959-1964  Set  (6).  Limit  I  . 85.00 

BRILLIANT  UNC.  SETS 

Annual  Mint  Sets  I  £-$1.00.  Limit  1  each. 
1952  37.50;  1953  35.00;  1958  16.50 


GOLD  SOVEREIGNS 

All  BU  if  not  otherwise  stated. 

1909,  1910  Ex.  Fine,  minute  edge 
nicks,  each  $49.00,  Choice  AU  75.00 


1911  $19.50;  1913  AU  Rare . Write 

1914  95.00;  1917  . 24.00 

1918  AU  18.00;  BU; . 24.00 

1919  29.50;  191  I-I7-I8-I9  Choice 

AU  $77.50;  all  BU . 89.75 


MUSEUM  COLLECTION 

Beautiful  Complete  Collection:  Consists 
of  Mint  Sets  1948-49-50-51-52-53  Su¬ 
perb  BU,  Proof-like  Sets  1 954-55-56-57- 
58-59-60-61-62-63-64.  Each  set  is 
mounted  Deluxe  Kurtzeborn  (World's 
Finest)  Plastic  holders  (White  or  Blue) 
with  Title.  Just  the  two  sets.  Serious 
potential  buyers  please  write  for  Bar¬ 
gain  price. 


Since  1940,  " Headquarters "  to  Thousands. 


Why  not  start  the  New  Year  right  at 


"PRONTO  SERVICE" 


4514  North  30th  Street 


Omaha,  Nebr.  68111 


1965 

REDBOOK 

1 8TH  EDITION 

by 

R.  S.  Yeoman 

$«|75 

AT  YOUR  HOBBY  DEALERS 


...a  Best  Seller  Year  after  Yearl 


No  other  standard  coin  reference  book  has  helped  more 
collectors  over  a  longer  period  of  time  than  Yeoman’s 
Redbook  .  .  .  now  in  its  18th  edition.  Cataloging  the  vast 
field  of  American  coinage  from  1616  to  the 
present,  it  features  the  latest  coin  values  in  up  to  seven 

condition  columns,  gives  mint  figures  adjacent  to 
dates,  lists  commemoratives  in  alphabetical  order  and  has 
grading  guides  for  every  type.  The  18th 

edition  includes  the  Kennedy  half  dollar,  new 
■  illustrations  and  other  late  discoveries.  256  pages, 
gold  stamped,  soil-resistant  hard  cover. 


WHITMAN  PUBLISHING  COMPANY,  Racine,  Wis. 
WORLD’S  LEADING  NUMISMATIC  PUBLISHERS 


